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DIESEL RAILWAY TRACTION 


The September issue of this RAtiLWAy GAZETT! 
publication, illustrating and describing developments 
in Diesel Railway Traction, will be ready On 
September 1, price 2s. 


Control of Industry 


pas week the Labour Party has issued its statement on 

policy. This will form the basis for discussion at the 
annual conference at Margate in October and it leaves no 
doubt of the intention of the Socialists to proceed with 
the nationalisation of steel whenever it is in a position to 
do so. There is no reference in the statement to the new 
rearmament plan or to the industrial problems which must 
arise in the future. Disruption of the steel industry at such 
a time as this would be disastrous and one can only assume 
that political expediency is the first consideration. Another 
report published this week is that of the Economic Com- 
mittee of the T.U.C. This report, which will be submitted to 
the annual congress next month, surveys the field of public 
control of industry in some detail, and in one direction 
shows some sense of realism. The report admits, for 
example, that once the basic industries have been brought 
under public ownership a difficulty arises in defining pre- 
cisely the limits of further industries for the purpose of 


nationalisation. The view is expressed that the statutory 
Board of Control as an alternative method of public control 
over private industry should be considered further. If this 
form of control were to be used “in appropriate cases ~ 
it might be possible, states the report, to extend the func- 
tions of such boards to include the power to set up their 
own undertakings. either to promote development, which 
would otherwise not take place, or to act as yardsticks of 
efficiency for the rest of industry. The committee agrees 
that there is still a great deal to be done to improve the 
structure and operation of the publicly owned industries 
and “common sense indicates” that at the present 
time efforts should be concentrated on making such 
improvements 


Changing Steel Demands 
HE steel industry is now engaged on a plan to provide 
the capacity required to meet the expected demand in 
1960 and already estimates have been made of the pattern 
of steel consumption in 1949. Figures compiled by the 
British Iron & Steel Federation and given in its Monthly 
Siatistical Bulletin bring out the importance of the 
mechanical engineering industry as a steel consumer. Steel 
consumed by that industry in 1949, at 2,340,000 tons, was 
22-8 per cent. of the total, and shows an increase of 166 per 
cent. over 1935, as compared with a general advance of 
58 per cent. Efforts to overtake arrears of maintenance and 
the export drive account for this increase. Electrical 
engineering has benefited in the same way and also from 
the large-scale power station programme. Industries which 
have lagged behind in the increase in consumption include 
the railways, building, and constructional engineering. 
Figures of steel used by the railways, which include rolling 
stock, show an increase from 610,000 tons in 1935 to 850,000 
tons in 1949, only 39 per cent. These figures are significant 
is indicating to some extent the degree to which railway 
requirements in materials have been subordinated to the 
needs of other industries since 1945. Despite the need for 
making good heavy wartime deferred maintenance and 
renewals the 1949 steel consumption on railways and rolling 


stock was only 90.000 tons more than the 1937 figure of 
760.000 tons 7 


Railwaymen’s Pensions 


T HE National Union of Railwaymen cannot be criticised 
for failure to endeavour to secure the utmost financial 
idvantage for its members. It has been quick in giving 
notice of its intention of pressing tor a further increase 
in pay—-even before its members have received the advan- 
tage of improvements just conceded. In The Railway 
Review, the organ of the union, a contributor raises an- 
other point which, if made effective, would add still more 
to the cost of British Railways. This is the granting of 
pensions to all conciliation grades. He argues that this 
would be in conformity with the policy of standardisation 
now being implemented by the Railway Executive. The 
practice of the former main-line railways in the matter ot 
pensions varied, but to press for pensions for the concilia- 
tion grades at present, simultaneously with demands for 
higher wages, overlooks entirely the acute financial straits 
of the British Transport Commission. In many occupa- 
tions provision of a pension is recognised as being in part 
a deferred payment of wages. Often the relative level of 
remuneration of those in receipt of pensions is lower than 
for similar work where no pension is payable. To press 
for higher pay, plus pension, in the present financial cir- 
cumstances of British Railways, would seem to display an 
optimism, or a lack of appreciation of financial possi- 
bilities, quite out of touch with present-day realities. 


Argentina’s Debt for Railway Supplies 
HE Buenos Aires Ministry of Transport has issued a 
statement in which it gives some facts and figures 
of Argentina’s sterling debts for purchases of railway 
equipment. Last week the Argentine Railway Purchasing 
Commission in London was furnished with funds totalling 
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30,786,000 pesos to be devoted to payment for supplies of 
railway equipment. The Ministry statement says that the 
present “ effective debt” is £7,453,162 of which £3,478,031 
relates to materials already received and in use. The 
balance relates to orders placed before the beginning ot 
this year. Of the former sum, the Government statement 
refers to an appropriation of 60,786,000 pesos, which is 
30,000,000 pesos more than the amount originally reported 
from Buenos Aires and referred to in our last week’s issue. 
The position is not made clear, but two Decrees are men- 
tioned. Decree 16022, which specifically referred to pay- 
ment for materials or equipment already received, and in 
use, was reported by The Financial Times to be for 
30,786,000 pesos. Now the Argentine Ministry of Trans- 
port refers to a Decree 16815, which appears to cover an 
appropriation of 60,786,000 pesos. It is probable that the 
second sum includes the first and that the total to be made 
available is equivalent to £3,478,031. When the balance ot 
£3.975.131 is to be released is not stated, although the 
announcement by the Ministry says that “availability otf 
this has been authorised.” 


New U.S.A. Trains 

5s HE recent introduction by the Great Northern Railway 
of U.S.A. of new diesel-hauled streamline trains 

to work fast international day services between Seattle, 

the metropolis of the Pacific Northwest of U.S.A... and 


Vancouver, is an unfamiliar extension of dieselisation. The 
new trains, the “ Internationals,” will provide three work- 
ings each way daily in 3 hr. 55 min. over the 155 mile 


route, nearly all single line, but happily without any pro- 
tracted frontier halt, which is a considerable cut in running 
time. They represent an investment of nearly $1,300,000, 
part of the $17,000,000 coaching stock building programme 
of the G.N.R., and consist of five cars, including a café 
coach serving all meals and a parlour-lounge car, with a 
total seating capacity of 200. The décor, as is seen from the 
photographic iitustrations elsewhere in this issue, is novel 
and rich. At the forward end of the parlour-lounge car, 
for instance, is a large sculpture in myrtlewood symbolis- 
ing the main industries of the region served by the train. 
and at the opposite end a bas-relief depicting a swimming 
salmon. The parlour car includes a baggage inspection 
room for Canadian and U.S.A. customs officials—a feature 
which might well be adopted in international trains else- 
where in the world. The coaches were built by the Ameri- 
can Car & Foundry Company and the 2,000-h.p. single- 
unit diesel-electric locomotives by the Electro-Motive Divi- 
sion of the General Motors Corporation. Also illustrated 
in this issue is the café-parlour car, of the G.N.R. “ Red 
River,” running between the twin cities and Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, a day train of a similar type, by the same 
builders, and part of the same bold rolling-stock pro- 
gramme. 


Southern Rhodesia Diamond Jubilee 


HIS year Southern Rhodesia celebrates the sixtieth 

anniversary of its occupation by a British force. In 
May, 1890, the famous Pioneer Column left Kimberley 
for the north, reaching Salisbury four months afterwards. 
Until September celebrations are being held in various 
parts of the country, and, bearing in mind the important 
part played in its development by the railways, there will 
be no surprise at the inclusion of an historical railway 
exhibit. It was in May, 1893, that Rhodesia Railways 
Limited was incorporated as the Bechuanaland Railway 
Co. Ltd., and its present title was assumed in 1899. The 
whole of the share capital of Rhodesia Railways was 
purchased by the Southern Rhodesia Government in 1947. 
According to the latest Bulletin of the Rhodesia Railways 
the main railway exhibit is the De Beers coach used by 
Cecil Rhodes in his frequent journeyings. The last time 
the coach was in use was when the body of Cecil Rhodes 
was brought to Bulawayo for burial at the Matapos in 


1902. Another exhibit is a wagon fitted with a replica of 
the Victoria Falls Bridge and other items of railway 
interest. 
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Slowing Down of Tanganyika Line Building 


HE decision to slow down work on the Mtwara-Ruo 
section of the Southern Province Railway in Tang.n- 
yika by replacing mechanical methods by hand labour 
has come as no surprise to those acquainted with the  tfi- 
culties of development in that part. It had long been ‘elt 
that the temporary arrangement of using the shelte ed 
anchorage at Lindi as a port, with connection by lighter 
up the Lindi Creek to Mkwaya, the eastern termina! of 
the existing line to Nachingwea, would be adequate for 
the Southern Province traffic for some time. This view is 
confirmed by the Overseas Food Corporation which con- 
siders that these facilities will meet all needs until the cad 


of 1951. In announcing the decision Mr. A. Dalton, 
General Manager, East African Railways & Harbours, 


stated recently that the contract with Pauling & Compuny 
to build the Mtwara-Ruo line would be ended at an early 
date and that local contractors would finish the work. As 
described in our issue of December 16, 1949, the railway 
from Mkwaya to Nachingwea was opened last Octo 
but the Makonde plateau prevented a direct rail link 
between Nachingwea and the modern port at Mtwara, 
which it is hoped will be opened in October, 1951, Because 
of the heavy work involved in constructing the section 
between Mtwara and Ruo an access line was laid from 
Mkwaya to Ruo to facilitate the construction of e 
remainder of the line. 


Extension of Goods Zonal Scheme 


INCE the introduction of a zonal scheme tor the collce- 
tion, delivery, and transport of small consignments of 
goods in the Birmingham area of the Great Western 
Railway early in 1946, considerable progress has been 
made in the application of similar arrangements 
throughout British Railways. he scheme provides, 
as far as possible, an overnight delivery service to! 


small consignments of goods train traffic between any two 
stations, and involves the division of the country into a 
number of areas, within which small consignments are ¢ 
lected by road and taken to the Area railhead. Goods are 
conveyed by train between railheads and delivery to c 
signees is made by direct road delivery service. Double 
handling and sorting at intermediate tranship points are 
avoided with a saving in delay, damage and risk of loss 
In the autumn of 1949 British Railways had 155 sections ot 
this scheme in full operation, 73 in partial operation and 35 
in hand, and further reference is made elsewhere in this 
issue to the latest extension of the scheme at Maidstone. 
in the Southern Region. which will come into effect on 
September 1. 


Canadian Railways Paralysed by Strike 
S'\ E 6 am. on Tuesday, August the whole 
Canadian railway system has been paralysed by the 
strike of 125,000 non-operating employees. The appeal 
made by Mr. St. Laurent, the Prime Minister, for a post 
ponement of the strike for 30 days was rejected by the 
unions though accepted by the Canadian National and 
Canadian Pacific Railways, and Mr. St. Laurent has 
accordingly decided to recall Parliament immediately to deal 
with the emergency. The special session will probably not 
be able to meet until early next week because of the diffi 
culty of getting members to Ottawa, but plans are being 
made for them to travel by air and road. As stated in our 
issue of August 18, the union leaders are asking for a 40- 
hour week and a wage increase of 7 to 10 cents an hour 
demands which the railways have refused to meet in ful! 
Up to the last minute Dr. W. A. Mackintosh, who has been 
commissioned by the Government to mediate between the 
railways and the employees, sought to bring the points o! 
view of the two sides together. In the end it became evident 
that these efforts were unavailing, the stumbling block to 4 
settlement being the date of starting the shorter week and 
the position of hotel and steamship employees. Newfound 
land is also affected by the strike, and it is estimated that 
eventually more than 200,000 operators and clerical workers 
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will be laid off. The Government has indicated the reluc- 

tance to invoke wartime measures to keep the trains run- 
ing, but the belief is growing in Ottawa that it may be 
rced to do so. 


Accident to a Travelling Crane 
N unusual accident occurred on February 23, 1950, 
A near Balerno Junction, Scotland, when a travelling 
sigam crane was being used to transfer a barge from a 
wagon in its train to the Union Canal. It was on a bridge 
located on a 6}-ch. curve, and, though the line had for 
iny years been used for goods traflic only, supereleva- 
tion was still the same as for faster trains. The design of 
the crane was such that on this curve the friction, ordi- 
narily considerable, between the slewing rack and race 
d the fixed seating became reduced. The driver, en- 
deavouring to do his best in a difficult situation, decided to 
lift the load somewhat before luffing the jib to another 
gle, but directly the barge was clear of the wagon the 
load swung round and the crane toppled into the canal. 
lhe driver, trapped in his cab, was drowned. Mr. J. L. M. 
\loore, Railway Employment Inspector, Ministry of Trans- 
port, in his report, summarised elsewhere in this issue, con- 
ides that the primary cause of the accident was failure 
idequately to prepare for and supervise operations which 
culled for the attendance of a competent engineer and 
aving the driver to make decisions and assume respon- 
bilities far beyond the scope of a man in his position 


Railway Industries and Defence 
\ HATEVER form in detail is taken by the Govern- 


ment’s increased defence programme, there can 
be no doubt that its fulfilment will call for the co-operation 
of a number of heavy engineering industries. In practically 
every case, works engaged in this form of production are 
working at a high level and much of their output is ear- 
marked for export. Such industries as locomotive, carriage 
ind wagon, and machine tool manufacture, have a close 
itlinity with the specialised products required tor defence. 
At the beginning of the recent war all of these had to 
nake their contribution towards meeting the needs of the 
irmed forces. 

So far, the Government has given no indication to any 
of these industries of the call which will be made on them 
or the machinery which will be established tor liasion 
between the industries and the Service Departments. It 
may well be that it is too early for the Government to 
make known its wishes in this direction. The broad out- 
lines of the defence programme have had to be assembled 
rather hurriedly and so far as is known, attention has been 
concentrated rather on the maximum practicable global 
figure of defence requirements, on which the Government 
can embark, rather than on the details of its components. 
Nevertheless behind the global figure, there must neces- 
sarily be estimates as to the form the expenditure will take. 
It is clear, also, that the Government departments by now 
must have a fairly close idea as to how much of the in- 
creased production can be undertaken by Royal Ordnance 
factories and such-like works, and how much will have to 
be handled by private industry. 

From every point of view, there is a good case for early 
consultation between the Government and representatives 
of the principal industrial groups which will be affected by 
the programme. The experience of 1939 should be suffi- 
cient to encourage the responsible Departments to take the 
earliest opportunity of effecting close contact with the 
manufacturing interests and ensuring the greatest co- 
operation in the fulfilment of the nation’s requirements. 

At the present time, there are other factors than the 
sheer urgency which prevailed in 1939 to be taken into 
account. The national need must be the dominant con- 
sideration, but as far as possible, every effort should be 
made to ensure not only an equitable distribution of the 
load of orders which will flow from defence plans, but 
also the minimum dislocation to civil work. The long-term 
interests of the nation require that there should be no un- 
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due setbacks in its orders for overseas buyers. The com- 
petitive power of British industry in foreign markets is 
very finely poised and it is no secret that a number of 
foreign manufacturers, many of which have been unable 
to produce for common markets for some years, are now 
returning to a stage at which their products can offer 
serious rivalry to British goods. 

[he primary purpose of the defence programme is so 
to strengthen Great Britain as to make increasingly unlikely 
war on a large scale. To achieve that end, every British 
industry will give its full support to the plans of the 
Government. On the other hand, the economic recovery 
of the nation from the dislocation caused by the last war 
is still dependent to a very large extent—as indeed the 
welfare of the nation must always be—on a continuance 
of a healthy export demand for capital goods. 


Railway Wage Demands 

A! a meeting of the Railway Staff National Council 

on July which was held to consider the demand 
by the National Union of Railwaymen for a £5 minimum 
wage, an offer was made by the Railway Executive to raise 
the lowest weekly rate for adult male workers in the con- 
ciliation grades from 92s. 6d. to 96s., with a comparable 
adjustment for clerical staff at the corresponding level. 
[his increase was estimated to cost £2 million a year. The 
concession was provisionally accepted by the N.U.R., 
which, incidentally, had refused a very similar offer by the 
Railway Executive a year ago, when its claim for an 
increase Of 10s. a week, plus extra overtime rate, was 
turned down. However, this latest offer was not acceptable 
to the Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers & Fire- 
men and the Railway Clerks Association because it clashed 
with their own individual clams, with the result that the 
matter was referred by the N.U.R. to the Railway Staff 
National Tribunal whose award was announced last week. 
Under this award the Railway Executive will implement 
its offer to increase the wages of its lowest paid workers 
by 3s. 6d. a week as from the beginning of the first pay 
period after September | next. Workers affected by the 
latest award total some 130,000. 

Shortly, the N.U.R. is to invite the A.S.L.E.F. and the 
R.C.A. to discuss the possibility of forming a unified policy 
on wages, for there has been disagreement over wages 
policy for a long time. But there is to be no respite for the 
Railway Executive from further wage demands. Indeed, 
within only a few hours of the above award being made 
known, there was forthcoming from Mr. J. B. Figgins, 
General Secretary, the statement that the N.U.R. intended 
putting forward a new claim on behalf of more than 
600,000 workers for a 10 per cent. increase in wage rates. 
This is in addition to the 3s. 6d. rise referred to above. 
During wage negotiations the N.U.R. has given no lead 
to its members in support either of the Government’s wage- 
freeze policy, when it was in being, or to the frequently 
urged restraint in pay applications. In his statements Mr. 
Figgins has shown no respect for the official attitude of 
the T.U.C. in this matter, and no appreciation of the 
economic situation. During the past three years the N.U.R. 
has been pressing one claim after another and throughout 
the “negotiations” the rank and file of the N.U.R. has 
been led to believe that if they were sufficiently obdurate 
their claims would be met irrespective of the financial posi- 
tion of British Railways. The net result to date, with the 
exception of a few minor concessions here and there, has 
been the acceptance by the N.U.R. on behalf of its mem- 
bers of an offer of which they could have reaped the benefit 
twelve months ago. 

Thus, the Railway Executive is now faced with three 
major wage claims, since the R.C.A. has asked for a 7} 
per cent. increase for all its salaried staff, while the 
A.S.L.E.F. is now seeking an increase of not less than 
15 per cent. on behalf of all men in the line of promotion 
to driver and motorman. Already these claims have been 
discussed at meetings held between representatives of the 
Railway Executive and the unions. 
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Finally, there is the claim of the Confederation of Ship- 
building & Engineering Unions for an all-round wage in- 
crease of £1 a week. An informal committee representing 
employers and the Confederation met in London last week 
in an attempt to find a new basis for negotiations, and, 
though no great progress was reported then, various sug- 
gestions have been made by the employers at subsequent 
meetings, probably it is thought to improve the position 
of the lower-paid worker. It is significant that the above 
claim should come so soon after the abandonment of the 
wage restraint policy by the T.U.C. and just before the 
annual congress. The annual report of the T.U.C., pub- 
lished on Tuesday, reiterates that the General Council has 
now come round to the view that there is a need for a more 
flexible wages policy, but a plea is also made that this should 


not be taken as “ justifying a competitive scramble tor 
wages.” There is no doubt, however, that the situation 
created by the armament drive may lead to new claims 


District Commercial Offices 


AST year, the Railway Executive introduced a scheme 
for the Scottish Region of British Railways whereby 
a reorganisation of the district commercial offices resulted 
in a simplification of existing arrangements for contact 
with the public, and also of those arrangements affecting 
interdepartmental work. Boundaries of one department, 
wherever possible, were made to correspond with the dis- 
trict boundaries of others, which resulted in the number 
of district commercial offices in the Scottish Region being 
reduced from twelve to eight Recently, the Railway 
Executive has taken a further important step, approval 
having been given to a scheme for the reorganisation of 
the London Midland, Eastern, North Eastern, and Western 
Region district commercial offices, which now leaves only 
the Southern Region to be dealt with 

This further reorganisation, which will come into elfect 
almost at once in most districts, aims at obviating overlap- 
ping and duplication of offices in important centres hitherto 
served by two Regions, such as Sheffield, Manchester. 
Swansea, and Bristol. The scheme is thus linked with 
the revision, carried out in April this year, of the regional 
boundaries of British Railways, and it will lead to a reduc- 
tion from 59 to 46 in the total number of district com- 
mercial offices in the four Regions at present affected. At 
the same time considerable administrative economies are 
expected to accrue. The new organisation will also provide 
a foundation for the closer analysis of traffic flows, routing, 
and the use of terminal facilities, which means that, making 
full use of all the available resources, still further improve- 
ments in service and quicker transits should be afforded 

As an example of the simplified arrangements made 
possible by the unification of the railways four Divisional 
or District Offices have hitherto been responsible for com- 
mercial work in the Birmingham area. This number is 
being reduced to two, comprising a District Passenger 
Superintendent and a District Goods Superintendent, each 
of whom will be responsible for the interests of both the 
London Midland and the Western Regions in this area 
A similar bi-Regional arrangement will apply in respect of 
the goods traffic commercial work in the Wolverhampton 
district where one District Goods Superintendent will 
officiate for both Regions. 

Moreover, with the object of helping towards the co- 
ordination of rail and road resources and towards the 
fulfilment of transport integration in accordance with the 
policy of the British Transport Commission, the boun- 
daries of the new commercial districts are as far as possible 
being made co-terminous with those of the organisation of 
the Road Haulage Executive. 

British Railways are also adopting standard titles for dis- 
trict commercial officers. Where a single officer combines 
responsibility for both passenger and goods commercial 
work he will be known as District Commercial Superinten- 


dent. Where these functions are separate, there will be a 


District Passenger Superintendent or District Goods Super- 
intendent respectively, while in a small number of districts, 
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where the local officer is responsible for operating as well us 
for commercial matters, he will be known as District Tra 
Superintendent. A list of the revised commercial distric:s, 
with the names of the officers appointed to each, appe::s 
elsewhere in this issue. 


British Railways Winter Train Services 


ON of the chief features of the winter timetabics, 

announced by Sir Eustace Missenden, Chairman 
the Railway Executive, on August 22, and taking efi 
from September 25, is the acceleration of many expresses 
on the East Coast main line by from 10 to 45 min. co 
pared with last winter’s services, but from the prelin 
nary details we can trace only one train, the * Harrog 
Sunday Pullman,” which snows an acceleration on this 
summer’; scnedule. Accelerations have in fact been made 
possible between Newcastle and Edinburgh by the progress 
of the permanent rebuilding of bridges in Southern Scot 
land, which were carried away by the floods of 1948. 1 
greatest cut in timings occurs on the Western Region, 
Where the 1.45 p.m. Paddington to Hereford is accelerated 
by 47 min 

The suburban services from Kings Cross as far us 
Hitchin on the main line, and to Hertford North, have 
been reorganised on a regular interval basis during the « 
peak hours and on Sundays. There are standardised 
parture times past the hour from Kings Cross, for exam; 
54 min. past for stations to Hertford North. Stopp 
trains to Hatfield connect with trains running non-st 
to Hatfield and calling thence at all stations to Hitchin 

The total weekly passenger train mileage is 3,955.0) 
compared with 3,956,723 last winter, and 4,823,025 
the winter of 1938-39. A weekly total of 24.000 tra 
miles, which are uneconomic, will be eliminated, and 
placed by services for which it has been shown there is 
demand. The spread of the five-day week has enabled 
number of Saturday residential trains to be taken off, p 
ticularly on the Southern Region. Coventry. Birminghan 
ind Wolverhampton services are improved, there is a new 
restaurant car train trom Wolverhampton 10.55 a 


J 


At 
to Euston; this, and the return train at 5.45 p.m. from 
Euston will be named “The Midlander.” The 9 
Paddington-Wolverhampton will be named “ The Inte 
City.” A breakfast car train to Wolverhampton will leave 


Euston at 8.5 a.m. (Mondays to Fridays) calling at Wa 
ford, Coventry, and Birmingham New Street. Watford 
ilso benefits by the call there of the 4.30 p.m. Euston 
Wolverhampton, which gives connection at Rugby fo 
north. The time-honoured Westbury slip of the down 
“Cornish Riviera Expre.s” appears again, to provide an 
improved service on the Weymouth line. 

Seats may be reserved on 20 per cent. more trains than 
last winter; the Mondays to Fridays total is 614, with 585 
trains on Saturdays and 274 on Sundays. The popula 
practice of stopping long-distance trains at important 
suburban stations is being extended. More excursions, in- 
cluding inclusive trips to theatres, outdoor events, and so 
on, are to be run. This year, 10,000,000 passengers have 
been carried at cheap fares. 

Despite the supply difficulties, soap and towels are, ¢ 
soon will be, provided on all sleeping cars, Continental and 
ocean liner boat trains, as well as on many other expresses 
[he present number of restaurant cars is being maintained, 
and 120 buffet cars, as against 93 last winter, will be 
operated on weekdays. 

Difficulty in obtaining recruits to the carriage cleaning 
staff and the limitation on the number of new coaches per- 
mitted to be built are hampering efforts to improve the 
standard of cleanliness of coaches. The restriction on the 
production of new stock means that British Railways stil! 
have 2,000 coaches fewer than before the war. Continued 
shortage of stock requires that old coaches, which are 
often difficult to clean, have to remain in service; Sir 
Eustace Missenden emphasised that passengers could do 
much to keep trains clean, by such actions as closing 
windows while passing through tunnels and at the end of 
journeys. 

There are 189 speed restrictions on British Railways 
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today, compared with 248 last summer. The problem of 
-estrictions due to colliery subsidence is being studied in 
conjunction with the National Coal Board. — 

About 1,180 miles of track have been partially or com- 

etely renewed, and of the complete renewals about half 
have been with the new standard flat-bottom rails; by 
the end of this year there will be about 1,570 miles of flat- 
bottom rail. Mechanical track-layers are speeding up the 
work of track renewal, particularly in confined spaces. 

The first British Railways standard locomotives will 
appear next year, with twelve types of the new standard 
all-steel coaches. Some expresses run in connection with 
the Festival of Britain will be composed of the new loco- 
motives and coaches, and may bear names. 


Nationalised Transport Estimates 


pH report of the British Transport Commission on the 

first year, 1948, in which the greater part of transport 
in Great Britain was conducted under State ownership, was 
awaited with much speculation. The estimate for 1948, 
based on known railway receipts (which form some two- 
thirds of the Commission’s total receipts) had overestimated 
the shortfall in rail takings. In addition, the net revenue 
from activities other than rail was substantial; no general 
reserve, for which provision had been made in increasing 
rail charges in October, 1947, had in fact been set up; funds 
for arrears of maintenance had not been augmented; the 
railway companies’ practice of providing for depreciation 
on a renewals basis was abandoned in favour of a stan- 
dardised commercial basis. All this contributed to the 
deficit of only £4,700,000, which was considerably less than 
had generally been expected. 

Now, however, that the Commission’s accountancy 
methods are known, it is unlikely that the results for the 
second year, 1949, which are to be published very shortly, 
will yield any big surprises. The railway and most of the 
other activities’ takings for 1949 were accurately known 
when, in January of this year, Mr. R. H. Wilson, the Comp- 
troller, presented his estimated consolidated revenue account 
for 1949 in support of the Commission’s application before 
the Charges Committee for authority to increase rail freight 
and parcels, and dock and canal charges. Apart from the 
revenue from the new road haulage undertaking, the main 
feature of the estimate is the reduction in British Railways’ 
gross receipts in 1949 (£324,500,000) compared with 1948 
(£337,300,000), which was the basis of the application. The 
estimated total of working expenses (apart of course from 
those for road haulage) differ little from the total for 1948; 
this shows that it had not been found possible to effect 
any large-scale economy in working; nor were there any 
radical alterations in wages, which account for some two- 
thirds of working expenses. This January estimate of 
total B.T.C. losses for 1949 was some £21,000,000. Another 
estimate by Mr. Wilson, in May, before the Transport 
Tribunal, in support of the London Area (Interim) 
Passenger Charges Scheme, differed only very slightly from 
the January estimate. 

The current year also is unlikely to result in any unex- 
pected amelioration of the position. The estimate in May 
predicts, for 1950, a deficit of some £15,000,000, which is 
at least some improvement on last year. In the estimate, 
effect was given to the railway freight and other rate in- 
creases which were in fact brought into effect on May 15. 
Nothing, however, was included for additional receipts 
from the London Passenger Charges Scheme, which has not 
yet been approved, and even if approved before the end of 
this year, will be too late to make much difference. The 
same also applies to wage increases now under discussion. 
How far the estimate for 1950 is so far proved correct can 
be seen in the receipts already published. The estimate 
gives gross receipts of £345,000,000 for British Railways, of 
£57,000,000 for London Transport, and of £138,000,000 for 
other principal activities, a total of £540,000,000 for 52 
weeks. Results for the 24 weeks to June 18 give £148,000,000 
for British Railways, £26,000,000 for London Transport, 
and £59,000,000 for other activities—which is disappointing. 
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Views on Electrification in Germany 


= precarious financial position of the German Federal 

Railways prompted the Marshall Plan authorities to 
carry out a survey with a view to finding out ways and 
means of improving the position and also with an eye to 
the possible granting of E.C.A. funds at a later date. This 
survey was ordered in the summer of 1949 and the report 
was submitted in July. This contains a number of recom- 
mendations the fulfilment of which is regarded as a pre- 
requisite to the granting of further E.C.A. funds or counter- 
part funds to the German Federal Railways. Self-help is 
the basis on which most of the recommendations rest and 
in this connection the recent cancellation of an E.C.A. allo- 
cation to the German Federal Railways in respect of the 
third Marshall year amounting to Deutsche Mark 58,000,000 
(approximately £4,932,000) is significant. 

Views expressed on electrification differ widely from 
those held in German railway and economic circles. These 
were outlined in our issue of January 13, May 19 and 
July 21, 1950. The American view is that the proposed 
electrification of a number of lines in the Ruhr region 
with extensions through the Rhineland to connect with the 
electrified lines in Bavaria should be postponed for at least 
five years. 

It is understood that the German authorities are prepar- 
ing an exhaustive reply to the American views. While it 
is admitted that the German Federal Railways would be 
unable to finance the Ruhr electrification project themselves 
or by way of credits placed at their disposal the view has 
been underlined that the financial assistance in this con- 
nection would have to come from Federal sources and from 
other public bodies interested in the scheme. The report 
asks for, among other things, dismissal of some 50,000 rail- 
waymen held to be redundant, this to be followed by a 
further 30,000 dismissals within the next few years. The 
question naturally raised by the German side is what these 
unemployed are to do. In this connection a proposal made 
by Herr Arnold, Premier of North Rhine-Westphalia, when 
he submitted his bill for a Federal Railway Law, has been 
recalled in which he advised the employment of some 35,000 
railwaymen in connection with the proposed electrification 
of the Ruhr and Rhineland lines and in the industries 
concerned. 

German authorities stress the view that the whole electri- 
fication problem must be seen against an economic back- 
ground. Actually it was the favourable results obtained 
on the electrically-operated lines in southern Germany 
which prompted the Federal Railways to evolve an exten- 
sive electrification programme covering the Ruhr system 
and the most important lines between the Ruhr and southern 
Germany. That programme, which was to be spread over 
a number of years, was said to have been the outcome of 
careful economic studies which had confirmed that the 
realisation of the scheme would result in the lowering of 
working expenditure. Moreover, electrification would help 
considerably in combating unemployment, since some 80 
per cent. of the expenditure concerned would be distributed 
in the form of direct or indirect wages and salaries. Orders 
to be placed in connection with electrification would benefit 
some 50 branches of industry. 

Another argument adduced by the Germans is the advan- 
tages secured by electric traction as shown in countries with 
extensively electrified railway systems like Switzerland or 
Sweden. The view has been expressed that the report is based 
too much on conditions of railway traffic as obtaining in the 
United States. The decisive factor in favour of electrification 
is the density of traffic, and this is held to be very low in the 
U.S.A., even on main lines. Railways in Western Germany 
do not extend over immense distances with a comparatively 
sparse traffic. Therefore, it is emphasised, the German rail- 
ways cannot be worked on the same economic basis, and 
with the same economic results as are possible in the United 
States. European railway experts, German authorities 
underline, hold the view that electric traction is 
cheapest because the fixed expenditure related to the dense 
traffic is limited, and because the power available can be 
used with a minimum of loss. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


Railway Efficiency 
August 
Sir,—The statement by Mr. Roberts in his letter in your 

issue of July 14, that staffing of control offices is * double 
what it used to be” is ambiguous when it is pointed out 
that on the former L.M.S.R. system the number of control 
offices has been reduced from 42 to 19 since the end of the 
war. This has naturally resulted in staff transfer to cove! 
the new enlarged districts. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. A. G. WELLESLEY 
392. Bradford Road, Huddersfield 


Coach Design 
August 19 
Sir,—Will your correspondents who want the Railway 
Executive to copy American passenger vehicles explain why 
passenger business over there is going downhill so fast 
that the railways would be better off without it? Here is 
the grim story in a table of official statistics. 


Decrease 


1947 1948 1949 per cent 

1949-47 
Route-miles served by passengertrains 160,600 159,700 156,900 2:3 
Coaching train-miles (thousands) 415,000 407,209 380,307 8.4 
Passenger train cars 39,785 39,302 38,608 2:9 
Passengers per car 21 19-4 18 14-0 
Total passenger miles (millions) 45,921 41,179 35,100 23:5 

Passenger miles in sleeping and parlour 

cars (millions) 12,261 11,015 9,828 19-9 
Passenger revenue (millions) $ 963 964 86! 10-5 
Loss on passenger traffic (millions) $ 101 187 251 148°5 

(increase 


Yo bring the tale closely down to date, for the first 5 
months of 1950 passenger revenue decreased by 13°8 pel 
cent.. compared with the same period of 1949. Coach de- 
sign is not stopping the rot. Three years ago a committee 
set up by the Association of American railroads reported 
that “ practically every device for application to a passenge! 
car has something to recommend it, but if all were adopted 
and every type of proposed public car were placed in ser- 
vice. the cost of construction and the number of employees 
necessary to keep a train in operation might defeat the 
entire purpose of modernisation.” It looks as though that 
sort of thing may be happening already. 
Yours faithfully, 
R. BELI 

Frognal, N.W.3 


Traction Motor Flexible Drives 
August 17 
Sir,—In your issue of August I1 there is, on page 142, a 
note under the heading of * Flexible Traction Drives” in 
which it is stated that: 

* The relatively complicated brush gear and slender 
armature windings of A.C. machines are factors which 
have probably encouraged the retention of flexible drives 
in bogies as a means of protecting motors from 
mechanical shocks.” 
| feel that this statement needs some correction. The 

problem of transmission for A.C. motors has been put 
admirably in an article in the July, 1948, issue of Revue 
Générale des Chemins de Fer, by Messrs. Garreau and 
Nouvion. It may well serve as a short textbook for those 
intending to write on A.C, traction. Particularly interest- 
ing are the remarks on page 231. in which it is stated 
that: 

* During the starting period of a motor two stages must 
be considered. 

1. That immediately before the vehicle begins to 
move. 
2. The speed range which must be passed through 
to reach the zone of good commutation. 
* The first of these is the most dangerous, since there 
is a definite risk of burning a commutator in a few 


seconds. A single-phase armature must not theretore 

remain stationary while being traversed by a heavy cur- 

rent, and the question arises as to what practical me.ns 
can be taken to meet this requirement. 

“ Firstly, there must be an elastic coupling inthe trons- 
mission system, the flexibility of which must be increased 
as the initial acceleration is decreased. Elasticity enables 
several commutator segments to move under the brushes 
before the vehicle starts to move.” 

Flexible drive is therefore an essential part of the applica- 
tion of the single-phase motor for traction. The phrase 
“slender armature windings * in your note appears also to 
need correction. Voltages for sing!e-phase motors givei: in 
VI. Garreau’s article are 450 volts for 16? cycles, and only 
150 volts for 50 cycles. At these voltages it would appear 
that the armature windings would be anything but slender 

Yours faithfully, 
W. J. ARNOLD SYKI 


B 


adbourne Vale House, Sevenoaks 


Permanent Way Reclamation 
August 
SiR, —I notice in the editorial columns in your issue ot 
\ugust 11 a note on “ Permanent Way Reclamation ™ in 
which it is stated “switch tips of manganese alloy have 
been used, but because it is impossible to bore this type 
by ordinary methods .. . extremely accurate coring 
is necessary in casting the new tips.” | would inform yot 
that Edgar Allen & Co. Ltd. is regularly drilling and 
machining this material as a commercial proposition and 
has done so for the past 20 years. 
Yours faithfully. 


RALPH S. BRIAN 
General Manager Trackwork Departm 


Edgar Allen & Co. Ltd., Sheffield 

It should have been emphasised that our Editorial note 
referred solely to American practice. We are glad of ou 
correspondent’s reminder of the progress that has been 
made in Great Britain in dealing with this difficult quality 
of alloy steel—Epb., R.G. 
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Swiss Railway Salesmanship 


July 23 

Sik, —I should like to set on record an outstanding 
example of enterprise which I encountered during a recent 
holiday in Liechtenstein and Switzerland. 

At the tiny station of Triibbach (in the Canton of St 
Gallen) I exhibited my “ Holiday Tickets ” and requested 
the stationmaster in imperfect German to issue two second 
class half-fare return tickets to Wallenstadt. He not only 
replied in excellent English, but immediately produced 
folders and brochures relating to the steamship services 
operated by the Swiss Federal Railways on the Bodensee 
(Lake Constance) and also on the Rhine between Kreuz- 
lingen and Schauffhausen. He said we must on no account 
omit the latter trip from our itinerary and wrote a brief 
eulogy of its charms in almost faultless English on one of 
the folders. He then issued the tickets I had asked for, 
smiled, and, of course, saluted. We found time to do the 
Schauffhausen trip (including a visit to the Neuhausen falls), 
and the experience was an unforgettable one. 

At the beginning of this letter I used the words “ out- 
standing example.” On reflection, however, the Triibbach 
episode was nothing out of the common, being typical of 
the “bon accueil” (there is no real English equivalent) 
which Switzerland instinctively dispenses to the stranger 
within her gates. 

Yours truly, 
J. E. L. SKELTON 
9, Keble House, Manor Fields, S.W.15 
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THE SCRAP HEAP 


lowers in the Waiting Room 

|, the rather cheerless waiting room 
of insbury Park Station (Pneumonia 
Junction, to the regulars) a vase of 
flowers appeared recently. 

S.id an inspector: “The staff are 
taking turns at bringing bunches ot 
flowers trom their gardens every day, 
and if passengers would like to bring 
some too, they will be welcome.”—From 
ie Evening News.” 


First Train in Ten Years 

| he railway line from Dorstone, Here- 
fordshire, to Porthcawl, closed for over 
ten years, Was reopened on August 17 
for u special train. It took 300 children 
from the surrounding areas on_ their 
annual outing. 

lt is unlikely that the line, nearly over- 
grown with weeds, will ever be used 
again. Some of the children had never 
seen a train before. Many had never 
ridden in one. 


An Unusual Shunting Engine 


\t Newport there is a_ shunting 
engine, believed to be the only one ot 
its kind ever to work in Great Britain, 
although somewhat similar engines have 
been used in Europe. Designed and 
built by Beyer, Peacock & Co. Ltd.. 
Manchester, the locomotive _ incor- 
porates the special boiler and firebox, 
which necessitates two boiler drums, 
invented by Herr Brotan, formerly 
Inspector & Manager of the Austrian 
State Railways. Delivery of the loco- 
motive to the works of the British 
Mannesmann Tube Company took 
place in 1907. The water tubes in the 
firebox and the 153 fire-tubes in the 
from. this 


lower drum were supplied 
source. The engine was appropriately 


named Siemens, and gave useful service 


ne “5 


* “See se 
ones. 


‘ 
ae 


An unusual type of shunting engine at 
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at Llandore until transferred to New- 
port in 1923, where it continued in 
regular service until the arrival of two 
new Andrew Barclay engines built 
during the recent war. Afterwards its 
duties became lighter until it was with- 
drawn from service two years ago for 
overhaul or scrapping. 

No decision was made as to its 
future until the middle of 1949 when 
it was decided that a spare locomotive 
was required to cover overhaul of one 
of the Barclay engines. Hence the 
renewal of the Siemens. The bulk of 
the repairs and the re-erection of the 
engine were carried out in the works 
fitting shop. She returned to duty early 
in January, resplendent in her new 
livery of maroon, and should give 
many more years of useful service to 
Stewarts and Llovds.—From an article 
hy E.R.M. in the house journal of 
Stewarts and Lloyds Limited. 


Black Country 


The colour of the exterior of main- 
line corridor coaches on British Rail- 
ways is officially described at “ crimson 
lake with cream panels.” The colour 
of the interior of the same coaches is 
usually (though unofficially) described 
as. black. 

Numerous correspondents have com- 
plained of the conditions which face 
travellers who today undertake a rail- 
way journey in these islands. Green and 
pleasant is the land: dark and satanic 
ire the trains by which the countryside 
is reached. 

Perhaps this state of things may not 
be so difficult for the hardy English to 
bear, accustomed as they are to regard 
a railway journey as an interval of 
purgatory between the security of home 
and the excitement of the seaside, but it 
is surely unfair on visitors from abroad 
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Stewarts and Lloyds Works at Newport 


(see paragraph above) 








Presumably at some stage of their lives 
railway coaches do undergo a cleaning 


process, but. . . there would seem to be 
a vacancy for seven maids with seven 
mops.—From “ The Sunday Times.” 


Slim While You Save 

“You're looking leaner and fitter.” 
I said to the man who has gone to live 
in Co. Wicklow for the summer. 

“Plenty of healthy exercise in the 
open air,” he said. “ You see, I’m living 
in Kilcoole and every morning | look 
first at the sea and then at the hills, and 
then I think: “What a wonderful day 
for a trip to Dublin... So I board the 
next city-bound train ze 

* | don’t quite see,” said I, * where the 
fresh air and exercise come in?” 

“It’s like this,” said he. “ The third 
class single rail fare from Kilcoole to 
Dublin is 3s., return fare is 4s. I get 
on to my train and take a return ticket 
at the cost of 10d. to the next station, 
which is Greystones: then | get another 
return ticket to Dublin. It costs 2s. 2d. 
for a one-day excursion. Then I spend 
a contented day in Dublin, knowing that 
I can make the return journey at the cost 
of a single ticket. See?” 

“| do not,” I said crossly. “ We were 
talking about fresh air and exercise, and 
you still haven't explained where you 
lost your winter obesity.” 

He finished his pint, expanded his 


chest, and explained painstakingly: 
“Oh, that comes in at Greystones 
Statilon—C.1.E. don't care to have 


people travelling tor 3s. when they might 
pay 4s.. so I have to be able to do the 
hundred in ten seconds in order to get 
my supplementary ticket while the train 
is stopped at Greystones. It’s great 
stuff, though—never felt as fit in my 
life.”"—* Quidnunc”” in “The Irish 
Times.” 


Thoughts at a Railway Flower Show 

This is the when the 
shows 

Display the good things that a garden 
grows, a 

And, somewhere, hidden in the glorious 
names i 

The poets’ glowing imagery proclaims, 

Reside; an urgent message for the age, 

Perennially inscribed on nature’s page 


season flower 


Here all men congregated on common 
ground, 
Needing no 
found; 
The shunter, signalman, the clerk, the 

guard, 
Alike can share in nature’s rich reward. 
The treasures in the good, brown earth 
concealed, 
The luscious fruits the lineside larders 


alchemy, no gifts pro- 


yield 
Are free to all who mingle common- 
sense 


With honest toil and trust in providence: 

Rooting the lanes from every fertile rod, 

They sow good seed and leave the rest 
to God. 


A. B. 
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OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Traffic Features 

Goods traffic continued to increase 
substantially. During the week ended 
June 17, 1950, goods earnings, excluding 
coal and _ livestock, amounted to 
£1,085,846, and in the following week to 
£1,104,956. Coal earnings for the week 
ended June 24 amounted to £203,571, 
exceeding the £200,000 mark for the 
first time. The total railway earnings 
for the week ended June 24 was 
£1,671,388, exceeding by £21,233 the 
previous record earnings of two weeks 
earlier. During the four-week period 
ended May 27, 70,157 tons of manga- 
nese ore was hauled to Durban, of 
which 56,316 tons was shipped. 


TASMANIA 
New Marshalling Yard 

To cope with the estimated increase 
in coal traffic from the collieries on the 
Fingal branch, which is expected to rise 
from 229,080 tons in 1949 to 345,750 
tons in 1953, a new marshalling yard is 
being built at Conara Junction. At 
present shunting facilities are totally in- 
adequate and a large saving in engine 
standing time will result when the new 
yard is in operation. 


High-Capacity Wagons 

During the past few months seventy- 
five medium-sided bogie wagons of 30- 
ton capacity have been placed in ser- 
vice and an additional 100 wagons of 
this type have been included in the 
coach and wagon construction pro- 
gramme now being undertaken. These 
wagons are suitable mostly for coal, 
superphosphates, and cement. All new 
high-capacity wagons are to have stan- 
dard underframes so that they can be 
fitted with sides or be totally covered in, 
if necessary. 


Main Line Passenger Stock 

On the Western Line, saloon cars of 
an improved type have replaced the old 
side-door stock on the long-distance 
passenger train between Launceston and 
Wynyard, and it is hoped that this will 
assist in retaining and even regaining 
traffic from the buses. 


Plans for New Station at Hobart 

Plans for the construction of a new 
station at Hobart have been submitted 
to the Parliamentary Public Works 
Committee. The new terminus would 
be erected on land adjoining the present 
station, which would be retained and 
used as offices. The design would be 
simple and in keeping with general 
public building design in Hobart. 

The station would comprise a con- 
course for passengers, a main hall with 
ticket offices and public amenities and 
luggage and parcels offices. A high-level 
roadway would give access to the 
parcels office and for taxi and private 


(From our correspondents) 


car parking. New platforms would be 
constructed with individual roofing and 
fluorescent lighting; there would also be 
a subway between the main hall and 
Park Street. Room would also be left 
for future extensions. 


ITALY 
Ten-Minute Strike 
As a protest against what the rail- 
waymen have termed the dilatory ways 
of the Commission studying a possible 
revision of their wages, a ten-minute 
strike, notice of which was given 24 hr. 
in advance was staged on July 28. 
All trains on the move, as well as all 


work at stations, were stopped at a 
given hour. The railwaymen’s organi- 
sations announce that more drastic 


action will be taken if the demands put 
forward are not soon met. 


Private Lines Rebuilt 

In the fighting in Central Italy during 
the German retreat, two steam-worked 
standard-gauge lines east of Bologna, 
owned and worked by Societa Veneta 
per Costruzione ed Esercizio di Ferro- 
vie Secondarie Italiane, were wholly 
wrecked. They were the line from 
Bologna, via Budrio to Portomaggiore, 
an Adriatic port south east of Ferrara, 
and the line from Budrio to Massalom- 
barda, a station on the State-owned 
Lavezzola-Lugo-Faenza line. So far, the 
first named, 29} miles long, has been 
rebuilt and reopened to trattic only be- 
tween Bologna, Budrio, and Molinella, 
a distance of 193 miles. Of the second, 
23 miles long, the first section, Budrio- 
Medicina, 6} miles, was reopened at the 
end of July. 


New Transalpine Route 

The second project comprises a new 
route from Northern Italy to Munich, 
and is designed to favour the port of 
Venice in competition with that of 
Trieste. Starting at Vittorio Veneto, 
in the province of Venetia, it involves 
construction of various new lines, and 
a 20-mile tunnel under the Marmolata 
massif in the Dolomites, and then con- 
nects at Brunico (Bruneck), with the 
Fortezza (Franzensfeste) - Dobbiaco 
(Toblach) main line linking the Brenner 
route with the Austrian province of 
Carinthia. The existing ten-mile elec- 
tric line between Brunico and Campo 
Tures, to the north, would be altered to 
standard gauge. North of Campo Tures 
a new line would lead to Lutago (Lut- 
tach) whence a 12-mile tunnel would 
be driven through the Zillerthal Alps, 
whose crest forms the frontier between 
Italy and Austria. The tunnel would 
descend from an altitude of 2,700 ft. at 
its Italian to 2,000 ft. at its Austrian 
end to enable the line to connect at 
Mayrhofen with the existing narrow- 
gauge line (which would be rebuilt) to 
Jenbach. The new route, however, 
would avoid Jenbach and run _ north 


along the Ziller river into the Inn valley 
near Brixlegg, near which it would con. 
nect with the Innsbruck-Salzburg main 
line. 

The distance by the new route be. 
tween Venice and Munich via K ifstein 
would be some 280 miles of which only 
133 miles would be new construction. 
That via Verona, the Brenner, Inns. 
bruck, and Kufstein is nearly 350 miles, 
In addition, the proposed route would 
offer great advantage in distance over 
the Tauern route from Trieste to 
Munich via Villach and Salzburg. with 
which it would compete. 


FRANCE 
Rise in Metro Receipts 

The financial situation of the Paris 
Metropolitan Railway and bus lines is 
improving. The budget of the R.A.T.P. 
(Regie Autonome des Transports Pari- 
siens) no longer shows a deficit, accord- 
ing to a statement recently made to the 
departmental Transport Commission. 
This result was achieved despite the 
strike, which had cost a hundred million 
francs. 

The rise in receipts is due to the in- 
creased fares and also largely to the 
large number of tourists visiting Paris 
this year. In consequence of the im- 
provement there will probably be no 
further increase in fares at present. The 
economy measures provide for a reduc- 
tion of the staff, where possible, but 
there will be no dismissals for this pur- 
pose. When surplus workers in the 
shops are laid off, they will be offered 
posts in other services. Substantial 
Savings are expected from a reorganisa- 
tion of the system of issuing and the 
control of tickets. It is stated that privi- 
leged ticket holders number 256,000 


AUSTRIA 


Transit Traffic Reduced 

Railway traffic in transit during the 
first months of the year was 11 per 
cent. below the total in the same months 
of 1949. There was a further heavy 
drop in the second quarter 1950. 

The reasons put forward for the de- 
cline include the diversion of coal con- 
signments from Poland to Italy via the 
Polish Baltic ports and the cheap sea 
routes around Europe and a consider- 
able cut in Hungarian exports for West- 
ern Europe. During the first quarter 
Hungarian exports via Austria were 51 
per cent. lower than in the same quarter 
of 1949; the Polish transit traffic through 
Austria dropped by 81 per cent., and 
the Czechoslovak transit traffic by 25 
per cent. The Czechoslovak traffic, too, 
has largely been diverted via the Polish 
ports. Formerly, Czechoslovak  sea- 
borne imports used to be landed in 
France, Italy, or at Trieste using the 
railway routes through Austria on their 
way to Czechoslovakia. In_ recent 
months, they were largely routed 





thr 
tral 


bee 
cre 
tral 
We 
bec 
rat 
Sp 
bel 
Br 
thi 
toc 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


| 





ley 
On- 
ain 


fein 
nly 


Ins- 
les, 
uld 
ver 


vith 


iris 
» 1S 


iTl- 
rd- 
the 
on. 
the 


on 








Avgust 25, 1950 


thro.zh Polish ports and the transit 


trafl.: through Austria declined by 64 
per cent. : : 
The all-round loss in transit traffic has 


been partly compensated for by an in- 
crease of 113 per cent. in the transit 
traffic between the south of Europe and 
Western Germany. This has partly 
been brought about as a result of special 
rates introduced as from March last. 
Special transit rates are also in force 
between Trieste and Switzerland via the 
Brenner and Arlberg routes, although 
this particular traffic has not developed 
too well, and improvements are sought. 


Transit Traffic with Venice 

Special transit rates for full wagon- 
loads of sea-borne traffic through Venice 
have been in force since June 1, 1950, 
for consignments originating in Austria 
or intended for Austria, or in transit 
through Austria for or from Western 
Germany, Eastern Germany, Czecho- 
slovakia, Hungary, and Switzerland. 
The special rates offer a rebate of 20 to 
25 per cent., and a further important 
facility is the option left to consignors 
or consignees to pay the freight for the 
sections in Italy and in Austria in lire 
and Austrian schilling respectively. 
This arrangement has been mainly due 


Publications Received 


Eighty Years of Enterprise. By R. 
Stanley Lewis. Published for Ransomes 
& Rapier Limited, Ipswich, by W. S. 
Cowell Limited. 10 in. 7} in. 112 pp. 
Illustrated. Price 10s. 6d.—This book 
is an interesting survey of the activities 
of Ransomes & Rapier Limited from the 
foundation of the firm in 1869 to the 
present day. It tells in non-technical 
terms of developments in the design and 
manufacture of cranes, excavators for 
mines and quarries, sluice gates for irri- 
gation and power schemes, and so on. 
The few technicalities inevitable in a 
publication dealing with engineering de- 
velopments will not in any way lessen 
the interest of the general reader. 


Progress in Coal Science. 

H. Bangham. London: Butter- 
worths Scientific Publications, Bell 
Yard, Temple Bar, W.C.2. 10 in. x 
64 in. 14 in. 456 pp. Price 40s. 
(41s. 3d. post free).—This publication 
is for the greater part a compilation of 
reviews selected from a series of tech- 
nical papers privately circulated in the 
Monthly Bulletin of the British Coal 
Utilisation Research Association dur- 
ing the years 1943-47, though the text 
of the original reviews has been revised. 
The choice of subjects should appeal 
not only to students reading fuel tech- 
nology for a first degree or  post- 
graduate course, and to scientists in in- 
dustry, but also to those concerned in 
the task of advancing the knowledge 
of coal, its technology and utilisation. 
Subjects dealt with include modern 

relating to chemical 
crystallographic techniques, 
spectrometry and _ photographic 
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to the efforts made by Venice in the 
face of intense competition by Trieste to 
yecapture part of its dwindling port 
movement. This has been declining 
since 1947, and showed a notable fall 
in the six months ending June 30, 1950, 
despite the fact that a free port has been 
instituted at Venice since October 1, 
1949. 


WESTERN GERMANY 


Reconstruction of Rhine Bridge 

The bridge carrying the main line be- 
tween Krefeld and Duisburg over the 
Rhine has been restored for single-track 
working only. The reconstruction of 
the bridge is nearing completion, and it 
is expected that double-track working 
will be resumed by October 8, with the 
introduction of the winter timetable. 


New Station at Heidelberg 

A scheme for the rebuilding of the 
old and inadequate main station build- 
ing at Heidelberg, evolved before the 
war, will be carried out in connection 
with the electrification of the Basle- 
Mannheim line, reported in The Rail- 
way Gazette for July 21. The new 
station is to be built to the west of the 
present station, enabling the replanning 
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of the central part of the town to be put 
in hand also. The cost of the new 
station at Heidelberg has been estimated 
at DM. 12,500,000 (approximately 
£1,063,000). 


IRELAND 
G.N.R.(L.) Diesels 

In our issue of June 2 details were 
given of the first two new diesel railcars 
(Nos. 600 and 601) with an intermediate 
coach now operating a daily G.N.R.(L.) 
Dublin to Belfast service. 

On July 17, railcars 602 and 603, with 
an intermediate open third class coach, 
went into service between Belfast and 
Antrim. Since August 16, the third 
available railcar set, composed of num- 
bers 604 and 605, with an intermediate 
coach containing a buffet car, has been 
working the “ Bundoran Express” ser- 
vice between Dublin and Bundoran, 
County Donegal. This has been made 
possible because pilgrimage traffic from 
Dublin to Pettigo Station for Lough 
Derg, normally carried on the “ Bun- 
doran Express,” ceased for the season 
on August 15, and the railear unit will 
adequately accommodate the end-of- 
season holiday traffic between Bundoran 
and Dublin. 








techniques in combustion research, and 
chapters are devoted to the use of fine 
powders and particles in industry. 
Other subjects include the organic 
chemistry of coal products and 
chemical aspects of combustion and 
gasification, with recent developments. 
An American edition has been pub- 
lished by Interscience Publishers, In- 
corporated, 215, Fourth Avenue, New 


York, 3. 


Four Generations on the Line. 
This is the title of a booklet published 
to celebrate the centenary of the Mil- 
waukee Road by the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad 
Company, Chicago, U.S.A. The story 
of the railway is told by means of 
imaginary extracts from diaries and 
letters written by members of a family 
closely connected with the railway 
through the century. 


French Railway Posters——A_ country 
which possesses such a wide variety of 
scenic beauty as France, offers con- 
siderable scope for posters designed to 
attract the foreign tourist. Effective 
use of this scenic diversity has been 
made in a recent series of posters 
issued by the French National Rail- 
ways, which present the tourist with 
the particular attractions of towns and 
regions, as well as with the general 
appeal of a French holiday. A gay 
scene on the French Riviera displays 
the all-year-round attractions of these 
sunny resorts, while a very different 
coastal scene shows the simple 
grandeur of Brittany. Further contrast 
is provided by the “Ports de 
Provence,” a harbour scene showing 
Mediterranean fishermen and _ their 


craft. A fine old gateway and 
surrounding buildings are the subject 
of a poster of Burgundy, and from 
Auvergne there is a hillside cottage 
scene. Mont Blanc, the highest peak 
in Europe, forms the background of a 
striking Alpine scene  advertisng 
French scenery, climbing, and _ hotels. 
The paintings from which the posters 
have been produced have been con- 
tributed by a variety of artists, among 
them Baille, André Strauss, Conrad, 
H. de Waroquier, and E. Othon 
Friesz; they combine striking technique 
with high artistic qualities. 


Dorman Long ProductsA new 
general catalogue has been issued by 
Dorman Long & Co. Ltd., Middles- 
brough, containing classified lists, alpha- 
betically arranged, of a number of pro- 
ducts, together with their characteristics. 
These include  rolled-steel sections, 
fabricated and welded structures, pig 
iron and cast iron, and ferro-alloys, 
Also included are the large range of 
products for chemical and plastic indus- 
tries. 


High Tensile Steel Castings——An illus- 
trated brochure dealing with the de- 
velopment of alloy steel castings for 
highly stressed aircraft parts, together 
with special alloy castings for high- 
temperature service required in the pro- 
duction of jet and gas-turbine engines, 
has been published by the David Brown 
Foundries Company, Penistone, which 
firm is a subsidiary of David Brown & 
Sons (Huddersfield) Ltd. Included 
are tables giving the mechanical pro- 
perties of the different materials and 
illustrated details of production, and 
inspectional procedure. 
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The Railway Situation in U.S.A.—3* 


Efforts made to increase wagon capacity 


AILWAY wagon supply has recently 
been the subject of a good deal of 
public controversy in the United States. 
On May | the class | railways had a 
stock of 1,815,000 wagons, about 35,000 
fewer than they owned in May, 1949 
The percentage of wagons waiting re- 
pairs was 7, compared with 5-6 the year 
before, so that the available stock was 
64,000 lower. Because of an 8 per cent. 
decrease in traffic during the first 18 
weeks of 1950, the supply of wagons 
was adequate, except when unusual 
demands arose for particular types, but 
there has been a feeling in certain influ- 
ential quarters that the railways should 
be in a stronger position to meet any 
national emergency. 

Americans have not forgotten the 
Pearl Harbour crisis in 1941. On May 
23, Mr. W. T. Faricy, President, Asso- 
ciation of American Railroads, ex- 
plained the attitude of the railways to 
the Senate Interstate & Foreign Com- 
merce Committee. He gave his state- 
ment the title of “ Freight Car Supply 
and Effective Transportation Capacity,” 
and thus emphasised the point that the 
number of wagons is not the only 
measure of what the railways can haul. 
A summary of his remarks cannot fail 
to be instructive at a time when British 
Railways have allowed their wagon 
stock to run down to a perilously low 
level. 

Mr. Faricy said that the railways did 
not regard the wagon supply situation 
with either complacent satisfaction or 
anxious alarm. Though there had been 
fa moderate decline in the stock of 
wagons since 1945, the railways owned, 
on January |, 96,000 more wagons than 
they had in 1939, and 50,000 more than 


* Part | appeared in our issue of June 9, and 
Part 2 in our issue of August 11 


TRANSPORT OF FROZEN GOODS AND 
TiMBER.—The two largest missions to visit 
the U.S.A. under the Technical Assistance 
Scheme of E.C.A. are now in New York. 
Of these a mission to study cold storage 
problems consists of 50 industrial and 
Governmental experts representing 12 of 
the 18 O.E.E.C. couatries. On arrival in 
the U.S.A. the mission was divided into 
several sections, and one of these is 
making a study of cold storage in con- 
nection with road and rail transport. The 
second mission, dealing with forestry and 
forest products, consists of 55 experts from 
1S countries. who are ‘Studying every 
aspect of the timber industry including the 
exploitation of forests and the transporta- 
tion of timber. 


HEAVY TRACTOR AND CHASSIS EXHIBITS AT 
THE COMMERCIAL Motor SHOwW.—The chief 
exhibit of Transport Equipment (Thorny- 
croft) Limited at the Commercial Motor 
Exhibition (at Earls Court, September 22- 
30) will be the Mighty Antar tractor, de- 
signed for a maximum gross laden weight 
of up to 100 tons. Built for the Iraq 
Petroleum Co. Ltd., it will operate with 


(By a Correspondent) 


at the time of Pearl Harbour. During 
the ten-year period 1940-49, a total of 
608,000 new wagons was installed, re- 
placing more than a third of the wagons 
that were in service in 1939. The new 
wagons were larger and better. In 1939 
the average wagon capacity was 49 tons, 
and today it was 52 tons, with the result 
that the aggregate capacity of the exist- 
ing stock was I1 per cent. greater. The 
stock was also in superior condition. 

In 1947 and 1948 the railways in- 


stalled 187,000 wagons and_ retired 
172,000. Last year they placed orders 


for only 9,600 wagons, because freight 
traffic decreased by 111,000 million ton- 
miles, or 17°5 per cent., the greatest fall 
ever in a Single year. The resultant 
drop in freight revenue was 11°6 per 
cent. and net railways operating income 
was almost one third lower 

Future Policy 

Concentrated efforts are under way to 
increase the number of wagons on 
order. In the first four months of 1950 
orders were placed for 24,200 wagons. 
In May, one railway entered into a con- 
tract for 10,000 wagons, representing a 
commitment of $50 million—the most 
valuable wagon order in the history of 
American railroading. Mr. Faricy might 
have enlivened his statement by saying 
that the order was placed by the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad under the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society plan for leasing 
wagons to the railways and did not in- 
clude the Pennsylvania’s current wagon- 
building programme. 

Turning to the user of the existing 
wagon stock, Mr. Faricy said the rail- 
ways were taking steps to reduce the 
bad order percentage. They believe 
that, in case of need, they can reduce 
the ratio below 3 per cent. and hold it 


crane attachments designed for the laying 
of 560 miles of pipe-line (with 64-ton, 93-ft. 
pipes) from Kirkuk to the Mediterranean; 
it incorporates the Rover Meteorite 250- 
b.h.p., 8-cylinder oil engine, hydraulic 
power-assisted steering, and air pressure- 
operated brakes. Other Thornycroft pro- 
ducts on view will include Nippy, Sturdy 
Star, and Trident chassis and a Trusty 3- 
axle export chassis designed for a gross 
laden weight of up to 20 tons. 


HEAVY WEEKEND TRAFFIC ON THE G.N.R. 
(1.).—The weekend of August 12-14 was a 
very busy one for the Great Northern Rail- 
way (Ireland). The first private booking of 
one of the new diesel railcar sets, described 
in our June 2 issue, brought a party from 
Belfast to Dublin for the All Ireland 
Gaelic football semi-final. and other 
Specials ran from Armagh, Lurgan, Porta- 
down, Omagh, and Cookstown. For the 
Ulster Trophy motor race on August 12 
a shuttle service ran between Belfast and 
Crumlin. In addition to two from Belfast. 
six other specials and the ordinary services 
took more than 6,000 to the Apprentice 
Boys’ demonstration in Londonderry. 


there for long periods, as they did dur. 
ing the war. Again, judging by prece- 
dents, wagon usage can be intensified, by 
the expedients adopted in wartime to in- 
crease loads, to shorten loading and un- 
loading times and to extend the working 
hours of staff handling traffic. 

Even as things stood in 1949, ton-mile 
output from a wagon day was 4! per 
cent. above the 1939 average. The rapid 
shift to diesel-electric power for freight 
trains gets more work out o! the 
wagons by shortening transit times. This 
changeover from steam traction may be 
hastened by the introduction of a diesel- 
electric purchase-lease contract on 
similar lines to the wagon rental plan 


Conclusion 


Mr. Faricy is confident that the rail- 
ways are more nearly ready for emerg- 
ency today than they were at the time of 
Pearl Harbour. The railways have been 
brought to this state of readiness by the 
expenditure in the past ten years of 
$7,000 million. More than $4,000 mil- 
lion of this has been spent since the 
War. 

These improvements have _ been 
financed, for the most part, out of the 
railways own resources, not by raising 
new capital. It is a matter of public 
concern, therefore, that the railway in- 
dustry should in times of high business 
activity earn a return of only 3 per 
cent. on the money invested in its plant 
and facilities. 

As a parting shot, Mr. Faricy expressed 
the hope that from the enquiry would 
emerge suggestions for the equitable ad- 
justment of public policies as between 
the several forms of transport. Nobody 
would then worry about the number of 
wagons bought by the railways 

(To be continued) 


Visitors returning from the Dublin Horse 
Show | filled northbound trains from 
Dublin, and two of the ordinary services 
had to be duplicated. Three horsebox 
specials carried 200 horses north after the 
show. A number of other special trains 
were run, including pilgrim specials and 
an excursion from Dublin to Bangor by 
one of the new diesel trains. 


MULTI-LINGUAL RAILWAY STATION AN- 
NOUNCEMENTS.—To speed Customs and 
immigration formalities and generally help 
overseas visitors, recorded multi-lingual 
announcements have been introduced by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways at 
Harwich, Parkeston Quay Station, where 
all announcements are now. given in 
English. Dutch, Danish, and German. 
The announcements are recorded on a 
magnetic tape, and in all cases are given 
in English followed by the foreign in- 
terpretation. Similar arrangements for 
recorded multi-lingual announcements are 
being considered in connection with the 
Hook-Continental boat train operating 
between Liverpool Street Station and 
Harwich (Parkeston Quay). 
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Coaching Stock Windows 


Balanced design for rail and road vehicles 
with a locking device in the window channels 


BALANCED window has _ been 

evolved in which the glazing can 
be removed together with the balance 
mechanism by taking off the side and 
waist rail finishers. The window, known 
as the Mark IV Sturdy full-drop railcar 
window, has been designed by the Raw- 
lings Manufacturing Co. Ltd., Bedford 
Hill, Balham, London, S.W.12, and is 
claimed to be particularly adaptable to 
large windows usually associated with 
observation cars or Pullman cars and 
road transport vehicles. The design is 
also applicable to door windows of roll- 
ing stock where the narrow opening re- 
quires a mechanism providing a deep 
drop without impinging on the side 
pillars of the door. 


= 


A Rigid Structure 


The runner bar unit consists of hori- 
zontal bars, the number depending on 
the design and dimensions of the win- 
dow, and two semi-vertical runner bars, 
set in a position determined by the 
weight of the glazing. The top hori- 
zontal bar is secured to the side pillars, 
and the lower bars are attached to side 
pillar brackets, to these bars are attached 
the semi-vertical runner bars, the whole 
forming a rigid structure. A_ spring- 
loaded locking device at the top of the 
glazing acts as a safety lock when the 
window has been adjusted to the 
required position. 

The balance mechanism consists of 
cast-aluminium brackets, secured to the 
channel carrying the glazing, which are 
machined to take the roller brackets, all 
working faces being finished to toler- 
ances ensuring ease of operation. The 
roller brackets are spring-loaded of suffi- 
cient tension to hold the rollers firmly 


I RANSPORT OF FISH BY ROAD AND RAIL. 

In July, 1949, the licensing authority granted 
ipplications by a road haulier engaged in 
transporting fish from North Shields to 
Billingsgate Market, London, for licence 
to use larger vehicles, including insulated 
or refrigerator lorries. The Railway 
Executive were objectors at the hearing by 
the authority. and appealed against the 
decision. On August 18, 1950, the Road 
& Rail Traffic Appeal Tribunal gave its 
decision, upholding the licensing authority 
ruling. and dismissing the appeal with 
costs. “We were quite satisfied.” states 
the Tribunal, “that, as in 1939, so today 
is it even more true. that fish carried by 
road by the respondents does arrive at its 
destination in better condition than fish 
carried by rail; and that this advantage of 
oad haulage over carriage by rail is en- 
1anced by the use of insulated vans.” The 
tribunal states that the rail facilities for 
this traffic “are not nearly as suitable ~ 
for such perishable goods, even though 
he Railway Executive provides insulated 





A view of glazing held in position b) 
the locking mechanism 


against the semi-vertical window runnei 
bars. 

Any depth of window opening desired 
is obtained by means of milling grooves 
in the edges of the vertical bars, 
into which the rollers are firmly held by 
the coil springs. These are encased in 
grease-filled leather gaiters, and balance 
is such that the window can be operated 


vans. and intends to provide more. It 
accepted evidence that pilferage had de- 
creased on the railways, and the difficul- 
ties in the return of empties by rail and 
other causes of complaint were often no 
fault of the railways, 


ROAD TRANSPORT PASSENGER VEHICLES Al 
THE COMMERCIAL Motor SHOW.—An 8-ft 
wide double-deck bus body of the new 


small length of 27 ft. mounted on an 
A.E.C. Regent Mark III chassis. will be 
among the exhibits of Park Royal Vehicles 
Limited on its stand at Earls Court at the 
Commercial Motor Exhibition from Sep- 
tember 22-30. Also on this stand will be 
shown a single-deck underfloor engined 
bus. shell, partly panelled, illustrating 
construction with a metal body built in- 
tegrally with its chassis (A.E.C. Regent 
Mark IV chassis). Other Park Royal pro- 
ducts on view will be an integrally con 
structed single-deck bus body for South 
America. on a Maudslay G.S. Marathon 
Mark IV chassis; a single-deck City Ser- 





Vethod of removal of glazing for 
replacement purposes 


comfortably without effort. The lower 
runner bar unit and side channels are 
installed in a zinc-lined water drainage 
pocket to obviate the necessity of provid- 
ing access to the unit after fitting. 
All materials are anodically treated 
where necessary to resist corrosion and 
the upper framing and channels are 
chromium plated. 


vice type bus body of metal construction 
for Rio de Janeiro, on a Sentinel under- 
floor-engined chassis; a 68-seater double- 
deck 3-axle trolleybus and single-deck 
trolleybus for the Continent, both mounted 
on Sunbeam chassis: and a 56-seater 
double-deck bus on an A.E.C. R.T. chassis 


for use in the service of the London 
Transport Executive. 
ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT FOR BRISBANE 


TROLLEYBUSES.—The first of 30 trolleybus 
chassis fitted with traction equipment by 
the British Thomson-Houston Co. Ltd. to 
the specification of the Transport Depart- 
ment of the Brisbane City Council has 
arrived in Brisbane. These will be the 
first trolleybuses to operate in Queensland. 
The BTH equipment is of the non-re- 
generative type with stabilised-rheostatic 
braking and the compound wound motors 


have a one-hour rating of 115 hp. at 
550 volts. The equipments are fitted to 
chassis manufactured by the Sunbeam 


Trolleybus Company. 
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Proportions of British Locomotives—2 


Principal dimensional characteristics of 
modern locomotives on the six Regions 


By k. 'C, 





Poultney, O.B.E., M.1.Loco.E. 





a 


T 1E first part of this article, which 

appeared in our issue of August 18, 
related chiefly to the principal factors 
taken into account in the design of 
ocomotives. Consideration is now 
given to the designs of specific loco- 
motives, of which several were referred 
to previously, 

[he first five examples are L.M.S.R. 


1-0-0 classes commencing with the 
original “ Royal Scot” class, and the 


third is the sma'ler engine of the same 
design, followed by the taper boiler 
eries of the same engine. The remain- 
ing two examples, the second and fifth 
in the table, are rebuilt versions of the 
‘Royal Scot * and the taper boiler class 
SX engines, respectively. The propor- 
tional ratios of these variations of a 


Dt 


“Castle” class was closely based on 
Churchward’s modified “Star” series. 
The “ King” class is notable for an ex- 
ceptionally high rated tractive force 
when compared with the boiler heating 
surfaces. Except at low speeds, the pro- 
portion of the rated tractive force 
nominally available in the cylinders will 
no doubt be rather limited. 


4-6-0 Mixed - Traffic Locomotives 


Locomotives of the 4-6-0 type have 
been introduced during recent years for 
general purposes, such as intermediate 
passenger services and for fast freight 
traffic. For such duties, high speeds are 
not a prime consideration; therefore, 
driving wheels of moderate dia. are 
used in order to permit of a relatively 











streamline Pacific locomotive, ** Sir Ronald Matthews” 


ing presumed that these have been de- 
signed for moderate speeds, as indicated 
by the B and BD factors. The rather 
low value for the factor of adhesion 
would appear to show that cylinder 
power was the prime consideration in 
this design, which, in general, seems to 
have been based on the “ Manor ”™ 
class of locomotive. 

One of the outstanding designs for 
combination passenger and _ freight 
traffic is the L.M.S.R. Class “5” and 
another similar engine, the L.N.E.R. 
* BI.” has also a good reputation. 

The table of dimensions and propor- 
tions shows how much alike these en- 
gines are to one another in all respects. 
The proportions of the L.N.E.R. Class 
* BI” engines are, it will be seen, practi- 








‘Royal Scot” class 4-6-0 locomotive rebuilt with 


single basic design form an interesting 
study. With the exception of the rebuilt 

foyal Scot” the consistency of the 
design ratios of the remaining locomo- 
tives is apparent. 

The G.W.R. 4-6-0 passenger engines 
are the modified “Star” class intro- 
duced in 1913, having 15 in. in place of 
I+} in. cylinders, followed by the 

astle “ class of 1923 and the “ King ~ 
cliss of 1926. It will be noted that the 


high percentage of the rated tractive 
force being realised at given speeds in 
r.p.m. 

The proportional ratios of engines for 
mixed ‘traffic services are given in Table 
2 in Part | of this article, and can, 
therefore, be readily compared with 
similar types intended more particularly 
for fast passenger traffic. 

The G.W.R. “County” class with 
75 in. drivers has been included, it be- 


taper boiler 


cally equal to the mean values for loco- 
motives which come into the mixed 
traffic classification. 

The remarks previously made relative 
to 4-4-0 type passenger locomotives 
apply with equal force to those of the 
0-6-0 type for freight traffic. The ten- 
dency now seems to be to use 2-6-0 
engines, which are better adapted for 
outside cylinders preferable for higher 
powers, and also allows some increase 
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in boiler capacity. For the sake of com- 
pleteness, however, some examples of 
the later 0-6-0 engines are included in 
Table 3. 

The 2-6-0 and 2-8-0 classes call for 
little comment, for, as will be noted 
from the tabulated statement 5 giving 
a summary of the average values of the 
A, B, and BD factors, these types show 
the characteristics that would be ex- 
pected. By reason of their lower values 
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der dimensions resulting in low values 
for the B and BD factors, and a high 
value for the factor of adhesion. The 
tractive force of these class “4700” 
engines and the “County ” class is al- 
most equal, but the boiler factors are 
very different. 

The only locomotives of the 2-6-2 
and 2-8-2 types used on British lines are 
those designed by the late Sir Nigel 
Gresley for the former L.N.E.R. These 
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showing, as they do, considerable b_ iler 
capacity relative to the pote tial 
cylinder power. 

The proportions of the 2-8-2 ( \ass 
* P2* may be compared with the re uilt 
version shown in Table 1, Pacific ype 


locomotives. 

The 2-6-2 Class “V2” engines, © uilt 
for passenger or fast freight trains, 
based on the “ A3” class Pacific de 


ere 
gn, 


and have a reputation for fast run: ing, 





** Hall” class mixed-traffic 4-6-0 locomotive, one of a large class built for the G.W.R. and the Western Region 


for the B factor, it is evident that en- 
gines of the 2-60 type are more suited 
to higher speeds than the 0-6-0 type. 
This is due to the opportunities afforded 
for the provision of larger boilers and 
not to any reduction in cylinder power 
in relation to the weight available for 
adhesion, as is shown by the adhesive 
factors which are practically equal for 
both types. 

The 2-8-0 type examples include a 
G.W.R. design of the “4700° class 
with 68 in. driving wheels, which should 
be designated a mixed traffic design 
rather than a freight engine. It will be 
seen that locomotives of this class are 
distinguished by having considerable 
boiler capacity compared with the cylin- 


4-6-2 locomotive ‘* Weymouth,” 


of British Railways 


the 
The first 


were, in all four classes, built to 
dimensions given in Table 4. 
examp!e is the Class “* P2™ introduced 
for handling passenger trains on the 
main line North of Edinburgh. Before 
these engines were constructed, the 
Class “PI” was placed in traffic in 
1925, designed for working heavy freight 
trains, particularly over the G.N.R. 
section of the main line between Peter- 
borough and London. There are only 
two of these engines, and, before the 
Class “ P2”~ 2-8-2 was designed, the 
Class “ Pl * was tried out in main-line 
passenger tratlic with © satisfactory 
results. 

In this connection, the low values of 
the B and BD factors should be noted, 


which is not surprising in view of the B 
and BD values. Of the last 25 engines 
of this type to be built, four were con- 
structed in modified form as Pacilics 
As thus turned out their proportions are 
given in Table I on page 179 of our 
issue of August 18. 

The remaining 2-6-2 “ V4," of which 
only two were built, are for secondary 
duties, passenger and freight, and are 


clearly intended for medium — speed 
operation. 

The only 4-6-4 British locomotive ts 
the rebuilt No. 10000. As rebuilt with 


three 20-in. cylinders, the engine is 
practically the same as the 2-8-2 “ P2.” 
Both are evidently designed for closely 
equal speeds in revs. per min., as shown 





one of the latest series of ** West Country” class mixed-traffic locomotives 











or | 
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Schools” class 4-4-0 locomotive 


J 


the relative BD factors, and each at 
equal speeds in m.p.h. will develop equal 
proportions of their rated tractive force, 
the B factors being practically equal in 

ue. The values of the BD factors 
how that the boiler demand for the P2 
nd for the 4-6-4 with the larger wheels 
s almost exactly proportional to the 


weve 


TABLE 5 -AVERAGE VALUES OF DIMENSION D, AND FACTORS A, B, AND 8B D. 


al 4-6-2 4-6-2 
a 78 in. 81 in. wheels 74 in. wheels 
D 80 74 

A 4:08 3-82 

B 13-7 15-5 

B 1,095 1,147 


wheel dia. This means that, although 
the P2 has smaller driving wheels, thus 
making a higher number of revolutions 
per minute at equal speeds in m.p.h., 
the boiler capacity is equal to the steam 
demand by the cylinders. 

The average values of the design fac- 


tors A, B, BD, and the dimension D, the 


‘** Harrow ”, 
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dia. of the driving wheels for the loco- 


motives examined, Tables 1 to 3, are 
given in a final summary, Table 5. The 


individual values, as given by the tabu- 
lated data, indicate the personal prefer- 
ences of different designers, and show, in 
some instances, rather wide differences. 
On the other hand, the mean values cer- 


4-4-0 


80 80-5 71 

4-36 4-5l 4°46 

14-1 15-9 16-2 
1,134 1,286 1,148 


tainly appear to bring out the fact that 
the fundamental principles upon which 
the various factors are based and the 
effect of variations in their values govern 
the practice followed by different de- 
signers. That such would seem to be 
the case is clearly evident where it is 


noted that the average values for each 





BRITISH STANDARD FOR STEEL FILLER RODs. 

The British Standards Institution has 
ssued B.S. 1453:1950 covering steel filler 

is for the gas welding of mild steel. 
t covers rods for applications in which a 

nimum butt-weld strength of 28 tons 
per sq, in. is required, and supersedes a 
itative specification produced as Appen- 
dx A to B.S. 693:1940 on oxy-acetylene 
Welding in mild steel. It does not cover 


steel rods for general welding purposes. 
Copies of this and other standards may be 
obtained from the British Standards Insti- 
tution, 24, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, 
price Is. 


REVISED STANDARD FOR RUBBER BELTING 


The British Standards Institution have 
issued B.S.351:1950, which is a revision 
of the war emergency standard for 


LOCOMOTIVE TYPES TABLES I, 





equipped with Lemaitre type blast-pipe and large-diameter chimney 
° i o 


of the different locomotive types 
examined are related to each other 
exactly as would be expected from the 
factors employed in this analytical 
study of British steam locomotive 
proportions. 

Further, keeping in mind the remarks 
previously made regarding grate area 


2, AND 3 


4-6-0 4-6-0 0-6-0 2-6-0 2-8-0 
79 in. 8lin.wheels 78in. 8l in. wheels 67 in. 75in. wheels 56in. 63 in. wheels, 62in. 72in. wheels 554 in./68 in. wheels 


60 67 58 

4-47 4-63 4-60 

19-5 17-8 1g-1 
1,175 1,179 1,044 


heating surface ratios, the average values 
of the principal factors expressing the 
relation between boiler steaming capa- 
city and potential cylinder power may 
be taken as indicative of good practice 
in the proportioning of locomotives, and 
thus aid preliminary design. 
(Concluded) 





surface rubber transmission belt- 
This standard provides four fabric 


friction 


ing. 


weights for use in the construction of 
belting, gives full constructional details 
and test requirements and incorporates 


appendices dealing with service conditions. 
Copies may be obtained from the British 


Standards Institution, Sales Department, 
24, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
price 2s. 
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New Streamline Trains in U.S.A. 
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om 
The coach compartment of the café-coach car of the “ International” train is equipped with “Sleepy Hollow” 
seats to accommodate 28 passengers 
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New Streamline Trains in U.S.A. 


i. 


has accommodation for 24 passengers; the frieze is decorated with panels 
depicting wild bird life in the Pacific Northwest 


iia 


Z “i 
*) Cie a> 


ofa 


Café-parlour car of the “ Red River” train on the Great Northern Railway which runs between St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and Grand Forks, North Dakota (see editorial note) 
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An Instruction Car for Carriage & Wagon Staff 


Scheme for demonstrating fittings used in modern and 
older types of stock, revived by London Midland Region 











Steam heating cylinder valves, drain valves, and other equipment in the 
reconditioned instruction car 


N 1936 a scheme was initiated by the 
former L.M.S.R. for the provision 
of a Carriage & Wagon Department in- 
struction car complete with samples of 
fittings used in both modern and older 
types of coaching stock. A 42-ft. saloon 
vehicle was converted, and brought 
into use in 1938, although on the out- 
break of war the vehicle was withdrawn 
and the programme put in abeyance. 

This vehicle has now been recondi- 
tioned by the London Midland Region 
of British Railways, additional exhibits 
being installed, including sections of 
various fittings and portions of equip- 
ment and working models, and is again 
being brought into service as an in- 
struction car. The interior is divided 
into three compartments, the two larger 
being 18-ft. long, with a small com- 
partment 5 ft. 6 in. long with a lavatory 
at one end. One of the larger compart- 
ments is equipped with seating, and 
lantern stand and screen and it can be 
used as a lecture room. Lighting is pro- 
vided from an electric battery charged 
by an internal combustion engine. 

On one side of the lecture room is a 
full-scale working model of an auto- 
matic vacuum brake of the type fitted 
on standard bogie coaching — stock 
vehicles. For demonstration purposes 
an electrically operated vacuum ex- 
hauster is installed to operate the model. 
With this model it is possible to demon- 
strate all aspects of the automatic 





vacuum brake and also to indicate -he 
correct method of adjustment of he 
brake rigging on a bogie. 

On the opposite side is an electr cal 
pane! including all types of switche ar 
as Well as dynamo regulators and o! er 
electrical equipment; the battery jp e- 
viously mentioned is connected to he 
panel so that demonstrations can be 
given of the working of this equipmcat. 

In the second large compartment in 
which many of the models have been 
sectionalised, are displayed all types of 
steam heating, water, lavatory and vas 
fittings and so on and door locks, see- 
tions of wheels and tyres. Also in this 
compartment are two full-size models 
of sliding ventilator side-lights and bo Jy 
side drop-lights. 

The small compartment contains a 
pressure water boiler of the type now 
used in buffet and tea cars arranged to 
facilitate instruction. 

Each exhibit has a small metal plate 
denoting its name and purpose and giv- 
ing standing instructions regarding the 
maintenance of the equipment on dis- 
play are available for reference. The 
exhibits are arranged so that the staff 
may, under idea! conditions, see and 
recognise various types of equipment, 
especially that of the most modern type 
not yet in general use. 





Working model of automatic vacuum brake. Electrically operated vacuum 
exhauster to operate the model is seen in the background 
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RAILWAY NEWS SECTION 


PERSONAL 


ir. L. C. Gardner, A.M.I.Mech.E., 
1.1.Loco.E., Engineer-in-Chief, Jamaica 


© overnment Railway, has been appointed 


the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
be Chief Mechanical Engineer, Gold 


( ast Railway. Mr. Gardner will be leaving 


J} naica on August 29 for the United 


kK ngdom and expects to proceed to 
| koradi, Gold Coast. about the end of 
(-tober. 


and in 1930 made personal observations 


of diesel traction on American and 
European railways. The office of Chief 
Mechanical Engineer was abolished in 


1933 and Mr. Angus became Locomotive 
Superintendent: he held this position until 
his appointment as Chief Mechanical Engi- 
neer in 1941. He went to Great Britain in 
1946 to arrange contracts for the supply of 
freight wagons and multiple-unit electric 
coaches for the Hutt Valley electrification 
project, and last year was a Member of 


Transport. Sir Harold Barton is Senior 
Partner in the firm of Barton. Mayhew & 
Company, and was President of the Insti- 
tute of Chartered Accountants in 1944-45. 

Mr. J. Binsted, formerly Assistant 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, New Zealand 
Government Railways, who, as recorded 
in our August II issue, has been appointed 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, joined the 
Railways Department in 1911 as a 
mechanical engineering cadet at the old 





Mr. P. R. Angus 


Chief Mechanical Engineer, New Zealand Government 
Railways, who has retired 


Mr. P. R. Angus, Chief Mechanical Engi- 
neer, New Zealand Government Railways, 
who,as recorded in our August I1 issue, has 
retired, joined the railway service at Inver- 
cargill in 1910 as a mechanical engineering 
cadet, and subsequently was located at 
Addington and Wellington, where, in 1915, 
he became a draughtsman in the Office 
of the Chief Mechanical Engineer. During 
the 1914-18 war he served overseas with 
the Ist New Zealand Expeditionary Force 
sa Lieutenant in the Engineers, and on 

s return to civil life in 1919 was appointed 
\ssistant Locomotive Engineer at Auck- 
ind, a position which he held until 1921; 

then became, successively, Locomotive 
Fngineer at Greymouth, Auckland, Wel- 
ngton and Christchurch. In 1925 Mr. 
\ngus visited America, Africa, Europe and 
\ustralia to study mechanical engineering 

oblems, and the following year was 
ppointed Assistant Chief Mechanical 
Engineer at Wellington. He attended the 
\ustralian and New Zealand Railways 
Officers’ Conference at Adelaide in 1929, 


} 


the technical mission which investigated 
railway electrification in Great Britain. 
America and the European Continent. 
During the 19 years that he has been head 
of the Railways Department’s mechanical 
engineering branch, Mr. Angus has done 
much to equip the railways for the heavy 
traffic now being handled. He is an Asso- 
ciate Member of the Institution § of 
Mechanical Engineers, Member of the 
Institution of Locomotive Engineers, and 
a Member of the Institute of New Zealand 
Engineers. 


The Minister of Transport has re- 
appointed Sir Alan Rae Smith, K.B.E.., 
F.C.A.. and Sir Harold Barton, F.C.A.. 


to be the auditors of the accounts of the 


British Transport Commission for the 
year ending December 31, 1950. Sir Alan 
Rae Smith, who is a Partner in the firm 


of Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Company, 
was from 1939 Financial Adviser succes- 
sively to the Ministry of Shipping, Minis- 
try of War Transport, and Ministry of 


Mr. J. Binsted 


Appointed Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
New Zealand Government Railways 


Newmarket Workshops (Auckland). After 
serving with the Ist New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force from 1916 to 1919, 


he remained in England for 10 months to 
gain further experience in certain phases 
of mechanical engineering. Mr. Binsted 
was appointed Assistant Locomotive 
Engineer at Auckland in 1921, and became 
Locomotive Engineer (later District 
Mechanical Engineer) at Christchurch in 


1930. Since 1948 he has been attached to 
the Office of the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer as Assistant Chief Mechanical 


Engineer. 

We regret to record the 
August 18 of Mr. Alfred Ewing. of 
Alfred Ewing & Company. mechanical 
engineers. Among other positions he held 
were those of Chairman & Managing 
Director of Climax Rock Drill & Engi- 
neering Works Limited: Chairman of B. 
& S. Massey Limited; Managing Director 
of Sanderson Bros. & Newbould Limited: 
Director of Robey & Co. Ltd. 


death on 
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Mr. W. S. Thompson 


Director of Public Relations, C.N.R., wh« 
is retiring in October 


Lord Hurcomb, Chairman of the 
British Transport Commission, has_ been 
decorated with the Grand Cross of the 
Royal Order of George I by His Excel- 
lency Leon V. Melas, the Greek Ambassa- 
dor, on behalf of His Majesty the King of 
the Hellenes, the citation being “for un- 
failing interest in the Greek cause during 
the years of war in connection with the 
Greek Mercantile Marine.” Sir Thomas 
Gilmour Jenkins, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport. received the order 
of Knight Commander of the Royal 
Order of George I. 


The late Colonel Sir William Charles 
Wright, Bt., G.B.E.. C.B., one-time Chair- 
man of Baldwins (Holdings) Limited, 
whose death, at the age of 74. we reported 
in our August 18 issue, had been a 
Director of the Great Western Railway 
Company from 1936 until nationalisation. 


Mr. Walter S. Thompson, C.B.E.. 
Director of Public Relations, Canadian 
National Railways, Steamships. Hotels, 
Telegraphs. Express and subsidiary com- 
panies, who, as recorded in our August 
11 issue, is retiring in October. was 
born in 1885, and educated at Rutherford 
College. Northumberland. He entered 
newspaper work in Fleet Street, London. 
and after Australasian newspaper ex- 
perience, went to Canada in 1911 and was 
City Editor of the Montreal evening news- 
paper The Witness. Later, he was News 
Editor of the Montreal Herald, which 
position he held until his appointment to 
head of the Press Department of the 
Grand Trunk and Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railways in 1914 In 1922, he was 
appointed Director of Publicity of the 
Canadian National Railways and _ asso- 
ciated enterprises by Sir Henry Thornton, 
and he became Director of Publicity of 
Trans-Canada Air Lines in 1937: in 1941. 
he was made a Director of Public Rela- 
tions of the C.N.R. and T.C.A. Mr 
Thompson relinquished his air line 
activities in 1948 His duties have in- 
volved travelling some 50,000 miles a year 
in maintaining personal contacts and in 
connection with the branches of his 


department in New York, Chicago, Lon- 
don (England), Toronto, Ottawa, Winni- 
peg. Moncton. Halifax and Vancouver. 





Elliott) 


{& Fry 
Mr. N. R. Bellwood 


Appointed Chief Financial Officer, Road 
aulage Executive 


He has handled the press relations for 
many distinguished visitors to Canada and 
the United States, including the Prince of 


Wales, and in 1939 accompanied 
King George VI and Queen Eliza- 


beth on their tour through Canada 
and the United States. In the spring of 
1946, he had charge of the press arrange- 
ments for the first days in Canada of Vis- 
count Alexander, Governor-General- 
Designate. When the Dominion of 
Canada celebrated its Diamond Jubilee in 
1927, Mr. Thompson was Chairman of the 
National Publicity Committee. In Sep- 
tember, 1939, he was appointed Director 
of Censorship and he was called on in 
1940 to organise the Department of Pub- 
lic Information at Ottawa. When he 
relinquished the post of Director of Pub- 
lic Information to return to the railway 
and air line, he left senior members from 
his Montreal office to carry on the work 
until the end of 1943. He was made a 
C.B.E. in 1946. 


Mr. N. R. Bellwood. at present Chief 
Accountant to the Road Haulage Execu- 
tive, who has been appointed Chief 
Financial Officer with effect from Septem- 
ber | to succeed Mr. F. J. Orchin, C.B.. 
O.B.E., who has occupied the position on 
a temporary and part-time basis for the 
past two years, was born in 1912 at Nun- 
thorpe, near Middlesbrough, and educated 
at Leys School, Cambridge. He was 
articled with Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & 
Company, Chartered Accountants, and was 
admitted as a Member of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in 1935. He re- 
mained with Peat. Marwick, Mitchell & 
Company as a senior clerk until 1945, 
when he was appointed Chief Accountant 
of Transport Services Limited. Shortly 
after the acquisition of the road haulage 
undertakings of that company by the 
British Transport Commission and on the 
formation of the Executive, Mr. Bellwood 
was transferred on loan and subsequently 
appointed Chief Accountant with effect 
from February 2, 1948. 


We regret to record the death on August 
16, at the age of 44, of Mr. R. H. A. 
Burrell, O.B.E., Assistant Chief of Police, 
Eastern Area, British Transport Commis- 
sion. He was educated at Dulwich College. 
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The late Mr. R. H. A. Burrel 


Assistant Chief of Police, Eastern Are 
British Transport Commission,  1949-S( 


and passed into the Indian (Imperial) 
Police in 1925. During his 22 years’ ser- 
vice in India he held a number of importint 
posts. From 1940 to 1943 Mr. Burrell 
was Commandant of the Eastern States 
Joint Police, and for a short period acted 
as Inspector-General and Police Adviser 
Thereafter, until his retirement in 1947 
as a result of the change in Government, 
he was Superintendent of the city and dis 
trict of Jubbulpore in the Central Provinces, 
and for a period acted as Deputy Inspect 
General. He returned to England, and 
was appointed Superintendent in the rail 
way police towards the end of 1948; he 
became Assistant Chief of Police, Eastern 
Area, British Transport Commission, last 
year. Mr. Burrell was awarded the Indian 
Police Medal for meritorious service in 
1945, and was made an Officer of the Ord 
of the British Empire in 1947, 


LoRD LUCAS VISITING SCOTLAND AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND 

Lord Lucas, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Transport, accompanied by 
Lady Lucas, started a twelve-day motor 
tour of Scotland on August 20, during 
which he is studying many aspects of 
transport. Lord Lucas, who is responsib! 
for Board of Trade matters, besides trans 
port, in the House of Lords. will inspect 
trading estates and other undertakings con 
nected with that Department's activities 
in Scottish development areas. In 
Northern Ireland he will stay for seven 
days as guest of the Minister of Com- 
merce of the Northern Ireland Govern- 
ment. Lord Lucas is making Glasgow. 
Inverness, and Edinburgh his centres of 
Operation in Scotland, and between August 
20 and 24 he has been inspecting road 
schemes in Argyll, the Clyde and its docks. 
and some railway works. He has been the 
guest at dinners given by Clyde ship 
owners and shipbuilders and the Glasgow 
Corporation Transport Department. On 
August 24 Lord Lucas visited the Tumme!!- 
Garry hydro-electric scheme and from 
Inverness he will be visiting the site of 
the proposed industrial estate at Long 
man and a woollen mill in the develop 
ment area of that part of Scotland: he w 
also inspect road schemes north of Inve 
ness. From Edinburgh Lord Lucas w 
inspect the §.M.T. works, the Port ot! 
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Leith, the Road Haulage Executive work- 
shops at Linlithgow, and the new block 
and the radar installation at Leith 
Nautical College. On the way from Edin- 
burch to Stranraer for Larne, Lord Lucas 
wili visit a number of industrial estates and 
an agricultural machinery factory in the 
Lanarkshire development area. He and 
Lady Lucas will return from Belfast to 
Heysham on September 7. 


BriiisH RAILWAYS DIstrRICT COMMERCIAL 
OFFICES 


Under the reorganisation of district com- 
mercial offices in British Railways, Eastern, 
London Midland. North Eastern, and 
Western Regions, to which further refer- 
ence is made on page 200 of this issue, 
the following appointments have been 
made:— 

London (E.R.): District Goods Superinten- 

dent, London Suburban, Mr. K. A. Kindon: 
District Goods Superintendent, London City, 
Mr. A. E. Marriott; District Passenger 
Superintendent, Mr. L. J. Moorcock ; London 
(L.M.R.): District Goods Superintendent, Mr. 
H. Eccles; District Passenger Superintendent, 
Mr. W. N. Roberts; London (W.R.): District 
Goods Superintendent, Mr. R. P. Davis; 
Barrow-in-Furness (L.M.R.): District Com- 
mercial Superintendent, Mr. A. Higginson; 
Birmingham (Joint L.M.R. & W.R.): District 
Goods Superintendent (to be appointed) ; District 
Passenger Superintendent, Mr. J. B. Dunkley; 
Bolton (L.M.R.): District Goods Superinten- 
dent, Mr. J. E. Rigby; Bristol (W.R.): Dis- 
trict Commercial Superintendent, Mr. H. 
Bolton ; Cambridge (E.R.): District Commer- 
cial Superintendent, Mr. A. J. Johnson: 
Cardiff (W.R.): District Commercial Superin- 
tendent, Mr. C, E. Shaw; Carlisle (L.M.R.): 
District Traffic Superintendent, Mr. E. Lees; 
Chester (L.M.R.): District Traffic Superin- 
tendent, Mr. F. H. Fisher; Exeter (W.R.): 
District Commercial Superintendent, Mr. 
D. H. Hawkeswood; Gloucester (W.R.): 
District Cqammercial Superintendent, Mr. W. 
Lampitt; Hull (N.E.R.): District Commercial 
Superintendent, Mr. L. Ballan; Ipswich 
(E.R.): District Commercial Superintendent, 
Mr. R. E. Lawler; Leeds (N.E.R.): District 
Goods Superintendent, Mr. T. R. Heaton: 
District Passenger Superintendent, Mr. T. W. 
Polding; Leicester (L.M.R.): District Com- 
mercial Superintendent, Mr. H. Tandy. 
_ Lincoln (E.R.): District Commercial 
Superintendent, Mr. H. W. Graham; Liver- 
pool (L.M.R.): District Goods Superinten- 
dent, Mr. D. S. Inman; District Passenger 
Superintendent, Mr. T. C. Byrom; Man- 
chester (L.M.R.): District Goods Superin- 
tendent, Mr. H. P. Aggleton; District Passen- 
ger Superintendent, Mr. R. C. Flowerdew: 
Middlesbrough (N.E.R.): District Commercial 
Superintendent, Mr. C. Corps; Newcastle-on- 
Tyne (N.E.R.): District Goods Superinten- 
dent, Mr. W. P. Allen; District Passenger 
Superintendent, Mr. G. B. Gray; Newport 
(W.R.): District Commercial Superintendent, 
Mr. N. D. Jenkins; Norwich (E.R.): District 
Commercial Superintendent, Mr. G. G. Good- 
ings; Nottingham & Derby (L.M.R.): District 
Commercial Superintendent, Mr. W. B. 
Carter; Oswestry (W.R.): District Traffic 
Superintendent, Mr. T. C. Sellars: Peter- 
borough (E.R.): District Commercial Superin- 
tendent, Mr. . G. Croxall; Plymouth 
(W.R.): District Traffic Superintendent (to 
be appointed); Reading (W.R.): District 
Goods Superintendent, Mr. E. Flaxman; 
Sheffield (E.R.): District Goods Superinten- 
dent. Mr. R. B. Temple; District Passenger 
Superintendent (to be appointed); Shrewsbury 
(W.R.): District Commercial Superintendent, 
Mr. J. F. Anstey; Stoke-on-Trent (L.M.R.): 
District Commercial Superintendent, Mr. H. 
Bullough ; Swansea (W.R.): District Commer- 
cial Superintendent, Mr. R. A. Ryan; War- 
tington (L.M.R.): District Goods Superinten- 
dent, Mr. E. W. H. Powell; Wolverhampton 
Voint L.M.R. & W.R.): District Goods 
Superintendent, Mr. W. D. Havelock; Wor- 
cester (W.R.): District Commercial Superin- 
tendent, Mr. C. H. Adey; York (N.E.R.): 
District Commercial Superintendent, Mr. J. E. 
Richardson. 
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British Railways 1950-51 Winter Timetables 


Faster journeys by 90 expresses, more bookable 
seat trains, and increased excursion facilities 


Further accelerations of winter passen- 
ger services, the introduction of regular- 
interval departures on the Kings Cross 
suburban routes, and continued pro- 
gress in the restoration of seat-reservation 
and washing facilities on trains, are among 
features of the forthcoming British Rail- 
ways 1950-51 winter train services 
announced by Sir Eustace Missenden, 
Chairman of the Railway Executive, at a 
press conference in London on August 22. 

The new timetables will come into 
operation on September 25 and _ will 
operate until June 17, 1951. During this 
period British Railways will run a total 
weekly passenger train- mileage of 
3,955,000 miles, almost the same as last 
winter (3,956,723) and about 14 per cent. 
below the pre-war total. 

Compared with last winter, 90 trains will 
be accelerated by from 10 to 47 min., in- 
cluding services between London and Scot- 
land, Yorkshire, North-East England, the 
Midlands, the West of England, and the 
South Coast. The accelerations over the 
East Coast route between Kings Cross and 
Scotland represent the introduction into 
the winter schedules of the speeding-up 
made possible over this route this summer 
by the progress of engineering works, 
including repair of bridges in Scotland 
damaged by the floods of November, 1948. 


New Services 


Nine new services will be introduced 
with the winter timetables, as follow:— 


6.25 a.m. Bristol to Plymouth 

4.20 p.m. Bristol to Kingswear (restaurant car) 
7.0 p.m. (Sundays) Bristol to Paddington 

8.50 p.m. (Sundays) Swansea to Paddington 


8.5 a.m. (Except Saturdays). Euston to Wolver- 
hampton (restaurant car and reserved seats) 


10.55 a.m. (Except Saturdays). Wolverhampton to 
Euston (restaurant car and reserved seats) 

5.3 p.m. (Fridays only). Leeds to Kings Cross 

4.40 p.m. (Fridays only). Bradford to Kings Cross 
(reserved seats) 

8.10 a.m. (Sundays). Bristol to York (at present 
terminates at Leeds) 


1.20 p.m. (Sundays). Bristol to York (at present 
terminates at Leeds) 


In addition 15 services introduced this 
summer will continue to run throughout 
the winter. These include the “ Harrogate 
Sunday Pullman,” and trains between 
London and Bognor, Littlehampton, and 
Clacton; Manchester and Birmingham and 
Aberdeen; and Bournemouth and Liver- 
pool. The 9.18 a.m. Birkenhead to Euston 
train and the 5.20 p.m. from Euston to 
Birkenhead, both with restaurant cars and 
reserved seats, will be restored for the first 
time since the war. 

As already announced, improvements 
are being made this winter in the Mondays 
to Fridays train services between London 
and Birmingham and Wolverhampton, 
with an additional restaurant car train 
from Wolverhampton at 10.55 a.m. (Bir- 
mingham New Street 11.30 a.m.) to Euston 
(due 1.44 p.m.). This service and the 5.45 
p.m. Euston to Birmingham and Wolver- 
hampton will be named * The Midlander,” 
and the 9 a.m. Paddington to Birmingham 
and Wolverhampton and 4.25 p.m. return 
train will be named “ The Inter-City.” A 
new early morning breakfast car train will 
also be run Mondays to Fridays, leaving 
Euston at 8.5 a.m. for Birmingham New 
Street (due 10.29 a.m.) and Wolverhamp- 
ton High Level (due 11.4 a.m.) calling a 


Watford at 8.33 a.m. to pick up outer- 
suburban passengers and at Coventry at 
8.58 a.m. 


Regular Interval Departures 

Continuing the policy of standardising 
departure times at regular intervals where 
practicable, as successfully achieved with 
the Liverpool Street-Clacton service this 
summer, the service between Kings Cross 
and Hertford North, New Barnet, Hat- 
field, Welwyn Garden City, and Hitchin 
will be put on an “ interval” basis this 
winter, except during the peak hours. 

Similarly, trains from Kings Cross to 
Leeds and the West Riding will leave at 
18 min. past the hour, and to Newcastle 
and Scotland at the hour (though not each 
hour). 

Careful attention continues to be paid 
to suggestions from the public for re- 
timing of trains to give a more convenient 
service, and suggestions of this kind have 
been given full consideration in the re- 
timing this winter of 27 trains which are 
being altered to suit the wishes of the 
travelling public. For example, the 10.30 
a.m. “Cornish Riviera Express” from 
Paddington will include a slip coach for 
Westbury, and the 7.15 a.m. from Ply- 
mouth will call at Westbury, to provide an 
improved service to and from the Wey- 
mouth line; the 5.20 p.m. (5.5 p.m. on 
Saturdays) Euston to Holyhead will be 
accelerated by 17 min.; the 4.30 p.m. 
Euston to Wolverhampton will run via 
Northampton and call at Watford (to pick 
up oOuter-suburban passengers), and at 
Rugby to give connections to the North. 


More Reserved Seats 
The numbers of trains on which seats 


will be reservable during the winter 
months will be:— 
Weekdays (except Saturdays) ... ... 614 
Saturdays ... par ai “a aw = 
Sundays... po oa aan 


This is an increase of 20 per cent. over 
last winter, and is nearly twice as many 
as in the winter of 1948. Of the longer- 
distance express trains out of London 75 
per cent. now have bookable seats. 

The arrangement, extended during the 
summer, whereby certain trains to and 
from London and other big centres of 
population call at suburban stations, so 
that residents need not travel to the main 
stations to join long-distance trains) Is 
clearly meeting public demand and is there- 
fore being extended into the winter time- 
table. 

Excursion Facilities 

The Railway Executive, realising that 
the marginal spending power of the public 
is becoming less, is organising even more 
trips to appeal to those of modest means. 
During the winter there will be a wide 
range of excursions to enable passengers 
to go out for a day; other excursions will 
combine theatres, sporting events, and 
dancing. Blackpool, Morecambe, and 
Southend illuminations are a good example 
of this type of enterprise; no less than 
1,500 trains have been booked for these 
three events. British Railways have 
carried this year some 10,000,000 pas- 
sengers at day, half-day, and evening 
excursion fares. 

Despite difficulties in supply, the pro- 
vision of soap and towels is being con- 
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tinually extended. All sleeping cars. 
Continental boat trains, and ocean liner 
boat expresses are, or soon will be, 


equipped, and liquid or tablet soap, and 
paper or cotton towels, are now provided 
on many other express trains. 

In connection with the Hotels Execu- 
tive. more buffet cars in particular will be 
provided, and there will be 120 buffet cat 
services on weekdays this winter compared 
with 93 last winter. The number of 
restaurant cars will be maintained. 

As the result of an intensive survey a 
weekly total of 24,000 train-miles will be 
eliminated in the winter timetable. These 
withdrawals include a number of Satur- 
day residential trains which have become 
lightly loaded because of the spread of the 


five-day week: in the Southern’ Region 
alone, 100 suburban electric trains have 
recently been taken off on Saturdays. 


yielding an economy of 1,085 train-miles 


of Trains 


It is recognised that there Is some cause 
for complaint that the standards of both 


Cleanliness 


interior and exterior cleanliness of car 
riages have not been restored as quickly 
as some other amenities. The continued 


shortage of passenger coaches (still about 
2,000 fewer available than pre-war, due to 
the limited number which British Rail- 
ways are allowed to build) means that 
existing coaches have to be intensively 
used, and many obsolete coaches have to 
be kept in service, and look dirty even 
when cleaned. British Railways employ 
8.500 men and women on carriage clean- 
ing, but this number is over 500 short of 
minimum requirements, and in most parts 
of the country there is difficulty in obtain- 
ing recruits. More than 120 travelling 
carriage cleaners are now employed to keep 
train interiors clean during journeys on 300 
services 


Rolling Stock and Track 

The first examples of British Railways 
standard locomotives, designed for a wide 
range of use and enabling a greater number 
of older types to be replaced, will be 
introduced in 1951. It is hoped to announce 
advance details shortly. Designs for stan- 
dard all-steel carriages are well advanced, 
and twelve types are to be built during 
1951. including kitchen cars and passenger 
brake vans; these will incorporate a wide 
range of components which will be stan- 


dard throughout the whole series. <A 
prototype coach illustrating alternative 
treatment of carriage interiors will be 


available later this year. 

In connection with the Festival of 
Britain next year, and in view of the large 
numbers of visitors expected from oOver- 
seas, some miain-line expresses on routes 


having particular associations with the 
Festival will be specially formed of the 
new standard engines and coaches.  Dis- 


tinctive names for these Festival trains are 
under consideration. 

So far, about 1,180 miles of track have 
been partially or completely renewed this 
year; about half the complete renewals 
have been with the new standard flat- 
bottom rails. 

Throughout the year great efforts have 
been made by the permanent way staff of 
all Regions, despite all the difficulties 
associated with the shortage of manpower 
and materials. By the end of 1950 it is 
expected that a further 690 miles of track 
will have been completely or partially 
renewed, making 1.870 miles in all during 


1950. By that time there will be approxi- 
mately 1.570 miles of track on British 
Railways laid with the new flat-bottom 
rail. 


Relaying is being speeded up by the 
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use of an increasing number of mechanical 
devices. In tunnels and other confined 
spaces particularly, mechanical track-lay- 


ing units are now doing work which 
formerly had to be done by hand under 


great difficulties. 
The 1950 painting programme is_ pro- 


ceeding as fast as labour supplies are 
available, and it is hoped to complete 


about 700 stations by the end of the year. 


These include a number of important 
Stations such as: Birmingham Moor 
Street: Cambridge: Glasgow Central: 


Holyhead: Llandudno; Nottingham: Perth: 
Rochdale; and Southampton Central. 


A programme of essential major 
renewals and repairs to station roofs and 
reglazing in progress will give better 


lighting and protection from the weather 


at eighteen large stations in London and 
the provinces 

BRITISH) INSULATED CALLENDER’S  CON- 
STRUCTION Co. Lip.-—Substantial progress 
was made during 1949 of the British In 
sulated Callender’s Construction Co. Ltd. 
in its contract for the overhead line equip- 
ment for the Santos Jundiahy Railway. 
Brazil. This consists of 116 track-miles 


with ancillary 33 k\ 
communication circuits 
completed this yeat 
traction 


distribution lines and 
Work is to be 
Other activities of the 


electric department in 1949 in- 
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cluded the construction of 110 track- 
of overhead equipment for the B 
Railways project on the Liverpool $ 
Shenfield line. which was complete 
put into service on September 26, 

and the recommencement of the ele 


cation of the Manchester-Sheffield-\ 
line. 

MINISTRY OF ‘TOURISM PROPOSED. 
Secretary of the Youth Hostels As 


tion of England & Wales, Mr. E. St. 
Catchpool, suggested at the twelfth 
national conference of the Youth H 
Association at Ashridge Park th 
Ministry of Tourism might be set up 
powers to provide cheap travel for \ 
people. He suggested that 
should be a nation-wide scheme of * 
saving for travel “ to facilitate inexpe 
holidays abroad. 


] 
also 


BRITISH STANDARD FOR CONCRETE KE! 
The British Standards Institution 
issued a revised standard for pre-cast 


crete kerbs, channels, edgings, and qué 


iles 
tish 
eet- 
ind 
149: 
rifi- 
Vath 


rants (B.S. 340: 1950). The = standard 
includes tests intended to serve as indirect 
methods of assessing the resistance of 
kerbs to jolt and impact, as it is noi yet 
possible to apply direct tests for these 
qualities. Copies can be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24. Victoria Street. London, 
S.W.1. price 2s. 6d. post free. 


Greek Decoration for Lord Hurcomb 





Vir. Leon Melas, the Greek Ambassador, presenting the Grand Cross of the 
Royal Order of George I to Lord Hurcomb (see personal columns) 
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Brown Coal Dust as Locomotive Fuel 


Successful tests on the 


* 


conducted on a class 
“XX locomotive fired with pulverised 
brown coal have convinced Victorian 
Railways engineers that this type of fuel 
is a Satisfactory substitute for black lump 
coal and particularly on goods engines. 
The results achieved so far are claimed 
to be better than those which the Germans 
obtained with their converted brown-coal- 
fired locomotives and also superior to the 
performances of three engines fitted with 
American-designed equipment in 1923. 
The superior performance of the “X” 
class engines is due to some extent to 
Victorian brown coal having a lower ash 


A series of tests 


content than German brown coal. Conse- 
quently, Victorian Railways engineers 
have experienced less trouble with ash 


deposits in the tubes. 

In its trials the “X™ class locomotive 
has been able to run up to 500 miles before 
tube cleaning is required and even a better 
result is expected in future. Modifications 
effected to the German Stug firing equip- 


Pulverised brown coal fuelling equipment in operation 


Victorian Railways 





ment have resulted also in an improve- 
ment of nearly 10 per cent. in h.p. The 
fuel effictency has been improved also. 


The brown-coal dust-fired “X ™ class 
engine has travelled more than 3,000 
miles since its first trial run on the Mel- 


bourne-Bendigo test track in October last 
year. Throughout these tests the engine 
has hauled the standard goods load of 650 
tons without difficulty and has made 
several successful passenger train runs. 

Dr. H. Herman, Consulting Engineer to 
the State Electricity Commission, Victoria, 
stated that he was impressed with the 
performance of the — brown-coal-fired 
engine after he had made a trip on the 
footplate to Bendigo. Dr. Herman took 
part in the Victorian Railways Depart- 
ment brown coal firing tests with the 
American equipment in 1923-24. He also 
has a wide knowledge of the experiments 
carried out by the Germans. 

As the pulverised brown-coal tests have 
been so successful the Victorian Railways 
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Department has decided to widen their 
scope. It proposes to equip another engine, 
of the “N™ class, with second set of 
Stug firing equipment. and to build five 
more CK fuel transport wagons, making 
a total of seven, to take more brown coal 
dust to the fuelling points at Yallourn and 
North Melbourne Locomotive Depot, 
where overhead storage hoppers will also 
be installed. 

So far the State Electricity Commission 
has supplied about 400 tons of brown coal 
dust for trials with the “ X ” class engine. 


Design for Double-Deck 
Diesel Railcar 


Some time ago the Austrian Federal 
Railways, in conjunction with the Sim- 
mering works of the Simmering-Graz- 
Pauker A.G., evolved a design for a large 
double-deck diesel-hydraulic railcar which 
would be suitable, not only for inter-urban 
and longer-distance work, but also for sub- 
urban service. 

Nevertheless, a complete set of draw- 
ings for a standard-gauge railcar of this 
class was made by the Simmering works, 
to whom we are indebted for the accom- 
panying views showing the arrangement 
and layout of a 113-seat third class car, 
89 ft. long over buffers, and for which 
welded-steel construction of bogies and 
body frame was proposed. It was to go 
within the O.B.B. loading-gauge height of 
15 ft. Stairs leading to the upper deck were 
to be placed near each end of the car; and 
a small buffet for coffee service was in- 
tended for railcars to be used in inter- 
urban and long-distance traffic. Double- 
end drive was to be incorporated. 

Power was to be provided by a 12- 
cylinder V-type Simmering four-stroke oil 
engine, pressure-charged on the Buchi 
system, and giving a top output of 500 
b.h.p. at 1,350 r.p.m. This engine was to 
be carried on one bogie along with the 
hydraulic transmission, and was to com- 
prise a double turbo-converter set, leading 
to the inner axle and thence, by means 
of a cardan shaft, to the outer axle. Fan- 
cooled radiators for the engine were to 
be housed in the railcar roof at the engine 
end. Fuel capacity was to be 600 litres 
(133 gal.). Heating was to be effected 
by a small oil-fired boiler located in the 
engine room. The second bogie was to 
be a carrying bogie only. Trailer haulage 
was not proposed, and the top speed was 
to be 115 km.p.h. (714 m.p.h.). 


























Proposed design evolved by the Austrian Federal Railways for a double-deck diesel-hydraulic railcar 
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Ministry of Transport Accident Report 


Mr. J. L. M. Moore, Railway Employ- 
ment Inspector, Ministry of Transport, in- 
quired into the fatal accident which 
occurred on February 23, 1950, near 
Balerno Junction, Scottish Region, to a 
crane driver, who was engaged in transfer- 
ring a flat-bottom barge, weighing 8 tons 
1 cwt. from a railway wagon on a single- 
line bridge to the Union Canal. The line 
has been used for goods trains only since 
November, 1943, but retains the super- 
elevations for faster traffic. 

The bridge is on a sharp curve, and 
when the barge was lifted clear of the side 
of a wagon during the plumbing of 
the load before there was any inten- 
tion to slew, the — super-elevation 
caused the crane jib to swing round 
out of control at right angles to the 
track and the crane fell into the canal. The 
driver was trapped in the cabin and 
drowned. It proved impossible to extricate 
his body until 12 hours later, when the 
crane was raised. The vehicles at each end 
of it were pulled partly over the sides of 
the bridge before the couplings gave way 
and another one was derailed. The engine 
and van were not derailed. 

The crane had lifting, luffing, slewing, 
and travelling gears, each with separate 
brake controls, all operated from the driv- 
ing position on the left-hand side of the 
cabin near the door. The horizontal slew- 
ing rack, engaged by the driving pinion, 
also forms the circular race for the rollers 
on which the superstructure of the crane 
revolves. This combined rack and wheel- 
race is not fixed, but is free to slide round 
in a grooved ring bolted to the floor of 
the crane undercarriage. This is a some- 
what unusual feature intended to absorb 
any shocks on the slewing gear. As the 
entire weight of the superstructure and 
any load bears on this rack, the friction 
between it and the fixed seating is consider- 
able, and there should be little risk of any 
movement under normal conditions. The 
barge was purchased by the Scottish Re- 
gional authorities from a surplus war 
materials depot for maintenance purposes 
on the canal. 

The train drew on to the branch at about 
10 a.m., and stopped with the crane more 
or less central on the bri dge. Hand brakes 
were applied on the engine and van and 
possibly other vehicles. Evidence was con- 
flicting regarding rail clips, but they were 
all found intact afterwards except one 
freshly broken. It appeared that this was 
the only one which had been attached to 
the rail. Mr. Moore is satisfied that the 
regulations were duly observed. 

The crane driver was in sole charge of 
it and had a fitter to assist him generally 
and act as slinger. He satisfied himself— 
after sending to Balerno Junction to have 
the facts checked, the information not being 
available on site—that the weight of the 
barge was within the capacity of the 10-ton 
crane. He told the fitter he intended to 
lift it over some telegraph wires on the 
west of the bridge, considering that un- 
loading on the east was somewhat risky. 
No doubt he had in mind the adverse effect 
of the cant on the track on the stability of 
the crane and was obviously aiming at 
greater safety, which is to his credit. The 
barge was central on the wagon and in this 
position was considerably outside the capa- 
city of the crane, but by taking the weight 
partially and dragging it was moved 8 ft. 
along until the rudder was against the end 


British Railways, 


Balerno Junction, } 
February 23, 1950 


Scottish Region: 


boards. It was then several feet outside 
the permissible radius, but as the jib was 
parallel with the track, the driver decided 
to risk taking the full weight in order to 
raise the barge sufficiently to clear the end 
of the wagon. Doubtless he then would 
have luffed the jib to a safe angle, although 
it is not clear what he would have done 
next, in view of the limited clearances. 

Possibly unobserved by him, the barge 
must have been rubbing against the side 
of the vehicle when this lift was being 
made and, as soon as it was clear of it, 
the load took charge and the accident 
occurred. Mr. Moore was informed that 
at one stage the swing appeared to be 
momentarily checked. Evidently the cant 
had reduced the frictional resistance of 
the slewing gear race rack and the fixed 
seating, so that it was insufficient to resist 
the tendency to swing round when the load 
became free. The driver was helpless to 
save the situation; it is even possible that 
he did not realise the significance of this 
shock absorbing device and may have lost 
valuable time trying to overcome the swing 
by slewing in the opposite direction instead 
of dropping the load instantly when he felt 
it was taking charge. 


Inspector’s Conclusion 

Mr. Moore is satisfied that the accident 
occurred while the jib was being positioned 
for the main lift before any slewing was 
intended or thought possible. Neverthe- 
less, the driver obviously realised that cer- 
tain risks were introduced by the cant and 
it is to be regretted that he did not take 
the precaution of securing the jib by a guy 
rope. If, on the other hand, he was not 
fully aware of the possibility that the race 
ring might slide round, he probably oper- 
ated the powerful slewing gear brake, 
which acts upon that but not on the fixed 
seating, and thought he had done all that 
was needed. Dragging the barge along was 
a questionable operation, as was the final 
lifting beyond the permissible radius for 
its weight. 

It may be considered that these opera- 
tions should have been approached with 
greater caution, but Mr. Moore feels that 
the driver should not be too severely criti- 
cised. He found himself in an extremely 
difficult situation and had to make decisions 
and take responsibilities far beyond the 
scope of a man holding his position. Apart 
from the difficulties introduced by the 
curve and super-elevation, packing the side 
girders on such a bridge would not have 
been a straightforward procedure. The 
driver was given no instructions or advice, 
so much so that he found it necessary to 
initiate inquiries regarding the weight of 
the load he was required to lift. 

The unloading of this barge was an 
operation requiring careful thought and 
planning in advance. Had it received 
proper attention, it would have been 
realised that the crane could not lift the 
barge without working well outside its safe 
limit. Mr. Moore considers further that 
the difficulties presented by the telegraph 
wires close to the line and risks arising 
from the cant were such as to have required 
the attendance of a competent engineer. 

The assistant divisional engineer in- 
spected the barge and wagon a few days 
before, primarily to see if it had any pro- 
vision for lifting. He then went to the 
bridge with the chief works inspector to 
consider procedure for unloading, though 


he expressed doubts to Mr. Moore as to 
whether he was responsible for arrang'ng 
the method of lifting. Evidently their ce- 
liberations were not very thorough, other- 
wise the difficulties mentioned would hive 
been appreciated and, it is hoped, a more 
suitable site selected. Two were available, 
but one necessitated occupying the main 
line, the other using a private wharf, In 
any event, no instructions were given to 
the driver, as in fairness to him should 
have been done, and Mr. Moore considers 
this lack of preparation and failure to pro- 
vide proper supervision to be the primary 
cause of the accident. 


Recommendation 

The safety device on the slewing gear 
may be satisfactory on a crane which 
mains on fairly level track, but is hardly 
desirable on one which may have to work 
on curves with considerable super-elevation, 
when the static friction between race ring 
and fixed bearing plate becomes less and is 
liable to be overcome by the tendency for 
the jib to slew. This was recognised on the 
former L.M. section of the Scottish Re- 
gion and, where necessary, the race rin 
have been secured to the endorcattionss. 
There may be other cranes of this design 
and the Railway Executive should 
action to ensure that they are dealt with 
similarly. 


Staff & Labour Matters 
Railway Wage Claims 
Soon after the announcement that the 
Railway Staff National Tribunal had con 
firmed the offer of the Railway Executive 
to increase the basic minimum rate of con- 
ciliation and salaried staff by 3s. 6d. a 
week with certain consequential adjust- 
ments, the National Union of Railwaymen 
submitted to the Railway Executive a 
fresh claim for a 10 per cent. increase for 
all salaried and conciliation staff. This |s 
being considered today (Friday). 
The Railway Executive is now faced 
with three major wage claims: the R.C.A 


has asked for an increase of 7} per 
cent. for all salaried = staff, and the 
A.S.L.E.F, seeks an increase of not less 


than 15 per cent. on behalf of all men in 
the line of promotion to driver and motor- 
man. The latter two claims have already 
been discussed at meetings between repre- 
sentatives of the unions and representatives 
of the Railway Executive and the reply of 
the Railway Executive is awaited. 


Engineers’ Pay Dispute 

Representatives of the Engineering & 
Allied Employers’ Federation have sub- 
mitted new proposals as a basis for negotia- 
tion on the wage claim of the Confedera- 
tion of Shipbuilding & Engineering 
Unions. The proposals were submitted to 
the four members of the Confederation 
on the informal committee which has been 
set up to consider the best means of reach- 
ing settlement in the dispute. The execu 
tive council of the Confederation will 
consider the proposals when it meets to 
hear the report of its representatives on 
the informal committee. If they are 
accepted as a basis for negotiation it is 
understood that a conference between 
members of the executives of the Confede- 
ration and the Employers’ Federation 
respectively will be arranged. 
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ABSTRACTS OF RECENT PATENTS* 
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so. 580,198. Axleboxes 
ritish Timken Limited and C. A, Bowen, 
h of 65, Cheston Road, Aston, Birming- 
n. (Application date: March 2, 1945.) 
An axlebox for ba!l or roller bearings is 
de by welding to avoid the use of cast- 
's, Which necessitate machining and 
ishing; and to provide a lighter con- 
uction. A tubular housing 1, shaped 
ernally to receive the bearings, is welded 


s 





il 
to end plates 3, 3: and further plates 4, 
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R.6.580, 198/45 
which are also welded to the end plates 2. 
3 at the sides aiid bottom, form an oil 


eservoir outside the housing 1. The top 

this cavity is closed by welded webs 
‘\tending from the housing | to the plates 
Oil reaches the bearing surfaces through 
apertures 5, 6 and is retained by additional 
end plates held in position by bolts passed 

ough welded tubes 7. The plates 2, 3 
are extended to form hornguides which 

iy be fitted with liners 8, and a spring 
seat 9 is welded to the top of the assembly. 


a - 


+. 


No. 580,478. Yiclding Fishplate 
Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer 
Francais, of 45, Rue St. Lazare, Paris, and 
G. Durand, of 29, Due Fessart, Paris. 
(Convention date: November 11, 1943.) 
\ fishplate which overcomes difficulties 
resulting from wear comprises a backing 














RG 580,478/43 


plate 1 having flanges 2, 3 which engage 
the base and head of the rail. Within 


these flanges there are a number of dished 
rectangular plates 4, preferably made of 
spring steel. One such assembly is placed 
on each side of the rail and the securing 
bolts 5 are tightened so as to compress the 


plates 4 and force the flanges 2, 3 into 
ught engagement with the rails. The 
These abridgments of recently published speci- 


fications are specially compiled for The Railway 
Gazette, by permission of the Controller of His 
Maicsty’s Stationery Office. Full specifications can 
be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, Southampton 
Buiidings. London, W.C 2, price 1s. each 


presence of the spring plates ensures that 
any wear, resulting from relative move- 
ment between the fishplates and rails, is 
taken up automatically. 


No. 580,047. Shield Tunnelling 

A. D. G. Wilson, of 37, Scotland: Road, 
Buckhurst Hill. (Application date : Febru- 
ary 3, 1944.) 

A leading shield 1, 
cutter 2, 
which bear against 
trailing shield 5. 


carrying a rotary 
is fitted with hydraulic rams 3 
a thrust plate 4 in a 
The 


latter has similar 


99 
— 


given a swirling motion which brings them 
into better contact with the fire tube walls, 
thus generally increasing the boiler effici 
ency of the equipment. 


No. 577,427. Resisting Corrosion of 
Valves 
H. Weslake, of Fullers Way, Surbiton, 


and W. E. Ballard and Metallisation 
Limited, both of Barclays Bank Chambers, 
Dudley. (Application dates: November 
23, 1943, and March 21, 1944) 

Those parts of a poppet valve which are 
normally liable to corrosion by hot gases 
are coated with an aluminium alloy. The 














rams 6 bearing against thrust blocks 
mounted on the previously assembled 
lining 7. As cutting proceeds, the rams 
3 are extended to their limit, they are then 
retracted and the shield 5S is moved for 
ward to follow shield 1, by extending its 
rams 6. The edge 8 trims the cut made 
by the leading shield 1 and the lining is 
built up as shield 5 moves forward. This 
arrangement makes it unnecessary for ex 
cavation to be stopped while the lining 
is built. 


No. 579,915. Superheaters 

S. E. Alley, of High Winds, Belgrave 
Avenue, Hunstanton, Norfolk. (Application 
date ; September 21, 1944.) 

In boilers having superheater tubes 
within the fire tubes, the superheater loop 
1, 2, inside a fire tube 3, has two side 
plates 4 bolted or welded to the tubes. 























R.G. 580,047/44 


parts are roughened by sand blasting and 
aluminium, or aluminium with cadmium, 
are applied by a metal spray gun. The 
valve is then heated to 800° C. to cause 
alloying of the aluminium with the steel 
in the form of a thin layer. This treat- 
ment also forms an outer layer of 
aluminium oxide which has a refractory 
nature and which, even if it becomes 
removed in operation, will reform rapidly 
on the aluminium alloy surface. 


No. 580,129. Laminated Springs 

Jonas Woodhead & Sons Ltd., of Kirk- 
stall Road, Leeds, and H. Brook, of 4, 
King George Avenue, Morley, Leeds. 
(A pplication date : April 26, 1944.) 

The working surface at the ends of each 
spring leaf, on the side adjacent to the next 
longer leaf, is grooved longitudinally in 
order to reduce the pressure locally. This 
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one on each side. These plates are pro- 
vided with vanes 5. By the use of these 
plates greater heat is extracted from the 
flue gases for conduction to the super 
heater tubes and. in addition, the gases are 


R.G.579, 915/44 


reduces the tendency of the end of one 
leaf to bite into the adjacent leaf, and 
thereby reduces squeaking. If desired, the 
grooves may be used to retain graphite or 
grease. 
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Notes and News 

Steel Turntable Girders and Fittings.—- 
Tenders are invited for the manufacture 
and supply, f.o.b. British port, of two pairs 
of welded steel turntable girders and fit- 
tings. See Official Notices on page 223. 

Chief Mechanical Engineer Required.— 
Applications are invited for the post of 
chief mechanica! engineer, between 40 and 
45 years of age, for the Egyptian Delta 


Light Railways. See Official Notices on 
Page Zz3. 


Mechanical Engineer Required, [he 
Docks & Inland Waterways Executive, 22, 
Dorset Square, London, N.W.1, invite ap 
plications for the post of mechanical eng 
neer. South Wales Docks See Official 


Notices on page 223. 


Fan Engineering and Furnace Equipment. 
Acombustion chamber for high-tempera 
ture drying with town gas as fuel, various 
types of fume and dust removal and venti- 
lator fan. burners for oven drying and 
heating of tanks. thermostats, and air o1 
gas compressors will be among the pro- 
ducts of Keith Blackman Limited on view 
at the Industrial Finishes Exhibition at 
Earls Court from August 30-September 


Train Announcing at Blackpool Central. 


To assist the 2.000.000  holiday-makers 
who visit Blackpool every summer the 
London Midland Region of British Rail 
ways has erected a tower at Blackpool 


Central Station from which the announcer 
can view the whole station at a glance and 
give second-to-second announcements and 
instructions over the loudspeaker system 
The first of the three main units com- 
prising the tower consists of a reinforced 
concrete hexagonal drum which houses 
the main amplifier rack. On top of this is 


superimposed a further, though slightly 
larger, hexagonal drum forming — the 
broadcasting room, housing the micro 


phone and switching cabinet. To provide 


Train 
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as large a window area as possible the 
mullions are formed by axial fins which 
support the head of the unit. A com- 
panion ladder gives access to the broad- 
casting room. This is lined with sound- 
absorbing material. Heating is provided 


by electric radiators and ventilation is in 
corporated in the roof unit. 
Vacancy for an Engineering Assistant.— 


Applications are invited for the position of 
engineering assistant, Permanent Way De 


partment, Central Railway, Peru. See 
Official Notices on page 223 

Korean Railway Installations Attacked.— 
It is reported that British carrier-based 


aircrafs have destroyed and damaged so 
many locomotives in their raids on the 
main west coast railway in Korea that the 
North Korean having to use 
horses and men to draw their lorries 
Naval aircraft have destroyed a 
15-wagon ammunition train Wonsan 


forces are 


recently 


neal 





ind a locomotive factory was hit by 32 
1.000-lb, bombs and a number of 500- and 
100-pounders. Marshalling yards at Chon- 
gjin and railway lines to the north-east 


were also bombed 


Distribution 
distribution 
and collee- 


is to be considered 


Mexican Railway 
Scheme.—-A scheme for 
of the proceeds of 


tion of remaining assets 


Company 
final 


reausation 


at meetings of bond and shareholders of 
the Mexican Railway Co. Ltd, on Sep- 
tember 13. The scheme provides for a 
final distribution among holders of the 


loan capital of sums totalling £503.463. The 
6 per cent. perpetual stockholders are to 
receive a further return equal to 18°65 per 
cent. of original principa With the in- 
terim distribution made last year, they will 
receive a total of 100-9 per cent \ 
further 6°44 per cent. is to be paid on the 
4} per cent. registered “A” stock, which 
has already received 159 per cent., includ- 
ing 59 per cent. subject to tax: 23°35 per 
cent. on the 44 per cent. second debentures 





announcing tower at Blackpool Central 
(see paragraph above) 
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making a total of 41°35 per cent.: ond 
9-37 per cent. on the 34 per cent, regist: red 
*“B™ stock, making 39°37 per cent. In 
addition £106,583 is earmarked for ,ay- 
ment to other creditors, while an ¢y- 
gratia payment of £101,580 is to be niide 


to shareholders. which will provide 23 per 
cent. on the first preference. 14 per c:nt. 
on the second preference. and | per cent. 


on the ordinary stock. 


Welding Machines for New Zealand 
Railways.—One of the largest contr icts 
for flash-butt welding equipment pl.vced 


since the war has been awarded to AL. 
Electric Welding Machines Limited, | on 
don and Inverness. which firm is the suc- 
cessful tenderer for rail welding machines 
for the New Zealand Government k 

ways. Each installation weighs approxi- 
mately 20 tons and the New Zealand Rail 
ways have decided to equip all the main 


permanent way centres with such plants 
* Our Railway Histories.”—Early in 1946 
Mr. V. Boyd-Carpenter and Mr. 17 


Pearson published an illustrated descrip- 
tion of two model railway systems under 
the tithe “Our Railway Histories,” the 
proceeds from the sale of which have been 
given to railway and allied charities. 
final balance sheet for 1947-50 shows 
sule of five editions has realised over £356 
for various charities Copies of ihe 
accounts may be obtained from Mr. Boyd 


Carpenter, at Highland House. Worksop, 
Notts. 
Railway Executive Criticised.—A_ resolu- 


tion criticising the Railway Executive for 
its “ absurd curtailment of local authority 
and initiative” will be put to delegates at 
the N.U.R. national conference of su 
visors at Newton Abbot at the weekenc 
Ihe resolution expresses concern at “the 
levelling down of supervisory salaries und 


conditions * and regrets that the Railway 
Executive “has not as yet realised the 
important position the supervisory. staff 


occupy in the 


Railways.” 


operation ot British 


Opening of New Sports Ground at Peter- 


borough.—-A happy atmosphere prevailed 
at Peterborough on August 7, when a new 
Eastern Region sports ground at Lincoln 


Road was opened by Mr, John Benstead 
Deputy Chairman, British Transport Com- 
mission. The ground is 124 acres in ex 
tent and was formally used as allotments 
Ihe layout includes a bowling green and 
two hard tennis courts and in the summe! 
there will be provision for two cricket 
squares. During the winter two football 
and one hockey pitches will be provided 
Mr. H. T. Bird, District Engineer. who is 
Vice-President of the Peterborough British 
Railways Sports & Social Club, presided 
and welcomed Mr. Benstead and othe 
guests. Mr. Benstead conveyed good wishes 
from Sir Cyril Hurcomb, Chairman, and 
the other members of the British Trans 
port Commission. 


Renewal of East London Line Bridge. 
On August 20 a new 90 ft. span railway 
bridge weighing 360 tons was rolled into 


position to carry the East London Line 
over the Grand Surrey Canal at New 
Cross. This bridge. comprising three stee! 


plate girders 93 ft. long by 10 ft. high 
with steel and concrete decking; replaces 
a wrought-iron structure erected before 
1869. The girders were manufactured at 
a steelworks only three miles away, but, 
owing to their size. it was necessary to 
transport them to the site by a circuitous 
route involving a journey of some 50 miles 
by road and rail. An unusual feature of 
the work was that on one side of the 
canal it was necessary to provide trestles 
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Egyptian Delta Light Railways 


NIMENT OF CHIE} ENGINEER 


A Li 


MECHANICAL 


ATIONS are invited for the post of Chiet 
hanical Engineer to the above Administra- 
Inly those candidates will be considered who 
d a good training in locomotive workshops 
possess a sound theoretical and practical 
dge of high-speed engine construction 
Preference will be 


diesel 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES 


Docks & Inland Waterways Executive 


RAILWAY 


Docks and Inland Waterways Executive 


TH! 

Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. invite applica- 
tions for the post of Mechanical Engineer, South 
Wales Docks Applicants should have corporate 
membership of the Institution of Mechanical Engi- 


neers and have and electrical engineer- 
ing experience salary will be £1,400 
{1,600 per annum, accord to qualifications and 
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Department of Railways, New South Wales 


STEEL TURNTABLE GIRDERS AND FITTINGS 


T! NDERS will be received until noon on Septem- 


ber 20, 1950, for the manufacture and supply 
fo.b. British Port of two pairs of welded steel turn- 
table girders, each 75 ft. long, together with plat- 
forms, brackets, suspension beams and bolts 


Specification No. 508, drawings and tender forms 

















ince, and running given = experience a ar i will be expected may be obtained trom the Agent General for New 
slicants having administration experience in a it eligible i contributory superannuation South Wales, Engineer's Branch, 56, Strand, London, 
ri organisation. Candidates must be corporate scheme and in this respect to comply with whatever W.C.2, to whom tenders are returnable 
m s of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers provisions are decided upon later for the Executive's 
i Institution of Locomotive Engineers. They staff as a whole Applications giving full details of . 
s! be between 40 and 45 years of age. Salary ns and experience should be sent to the M ACHINI FOOLS ex-stock for immediate de- 
r and upwards, according to qualifications and at the above address arrive not later Hvery New Colchester 8 {in 6 ft. between 
. nce The salary will be f of yptiat eptember 16, 195 centres Gap Bed Lathe. New Harrison 7 in 6 ft 
ee x. and up to 30 or 40 per cent. will be Centre Lathe. New Myford 3{ in. Light Duty Bench 
@ n sterling in England by permission of th : , - : Lathe New Victoria Universal Miller, 40 in x 
Ey Control Free unfurnished quarters or an IR ATLWAY enthusiast with wide knowledge, not 10; in. table ChurchiJi HBA Internal Grinder 
of £100 per annum in licu The engage specialised, of railway affairs, see 9 Oxtord Craven Rigid Manufacturing Miller 12 in 39 in 
be on the basis of , degree with Maths, seeks employment anywhere table Adcock & Shipley No Horizontal Miller, 
probationary period Overseas experience, but not with railways. Immi- 12 in 50 in. table 1} in. Footburte Automatic 
‘ t the rate of one montl gration considered Has had letters published in Wickman 4 mm. Automatic. complete with bar feed 
i" > to 2 months, with free R.G. correspondence columns Reply Box 808, ¢/O New Churchill 6 in 34 in. Plain Grinder. New 
i and for self and wife The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, Orcutt Spline Grinder New Aarhus Crankshaft 
service < furthe S.W.1 Grinder All the above machines are motorised, and 
to the London Agent, | can be inspected at MODERN Macutne Toots LIMITED, 
R 211, Gresham House SITUATION VACANT District Traffic Superin- Maudslay Road. Coventry Felephone 2132/6 
I E.C.2, stating age and tendent Salary £1,000 per annum. Knowledge 
ns and experience yf Spanish sential Apply to Secretary, THE . , = 
bila cans PER \ can Conson ATION I IMITED 144 “Leadenhall R AILWAY SIGNALLING AND COMMUNICA- 
Str * London, £.C3 s TIONS INSTALLATION AND MAINTEN- 
as — ANCE A practical guide, especially intended to 
. \TION VACANT ENGINEERING ASSIS : help Signal Inspectors, Installers, Fitters, Linesmen, 
S 1ANT Permanent Way Department, Centra F “ FORY possessing machine tools to the value of Draughtsmen, and all concerned with installing and 
R Peru Salary from £1,000) per annum 1.000.000 is desirous of sellin I t Maintaining Signal, Telegraph, and Telephone Equip 
K ige of Spanish essent Apply to Secretary Machines of all types offered Only) ment 416 pp Many illustrations. Cloth. 8s. By 
Tt PERUVIAN CORPORATION, LiMiTED, 144, Leaden specific machines required Box 824 wa) post 8s. 6d The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, 
Street ndon ¢3 Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1 London, S.W.1. 
ol es driven 18 ft. into the canal bed degrees They are similar to those fitted midable He was glad to report that the 
to support the bridges during erection and to the “Golden Arrow vessel /avicta Parliamentary Channel] Tunnel Committee 
dismantling. Rail services between Surrey on the Dover-Calais service. lt is expected had been reconstituted The report stated 
Docks Station and New Cross and New that the first of the two L.M.R. ships will that there was a credit balance of £12,174 
Cross Gate stations were interrupted for be fitted with its stabilisers in time for the — to carried forward 
the one dav only wliday season neXt yea! ‘ hos 
re day se Leyland Motors Goods Bodies.—-Platform 
London buses Touring Continent.—The Williams & Williams Limited.-Speaking bodies for goods vehicles are now being 
four London double-deck buses which, as at the annual gererai meeting of Williams built at the Kingston depot of Leyland 


stated in our issue of July 28, are touring 
Continent to advertise the Festival of 
Britain. have arrived in Hamburg trom 
Scundinavia on a two-day visit. After 
visiting Bremen and Emden they are going 
n to Holland, Belgium, Luxemburg, and 


France 


Pneumatic Tyres and Tyre Equipment at 


the Commercial Motor Show.—A_ large 
variety of tyres and rim and tyre sec- 
tions will be displayed by the Dunlop 


Rubber Co. Ltd. at the International Com 


cial Motor Transport Exhibition at 
Earls Court from September 22-30.  Ex- 
hibited for the first time will be Power 
Grip and Multi-stop— tyres. On the 


accessories stand will be shown Dunlopillo 





cushioning and rubber wings for com- 
mercial vehicles, besides a wide range of 
tyre accessories including compressors 
gauges, jacks, repair equipment, and a 
wheel and tyre balancing machine. Dun- 


lop Special Products Limited will display 
specialised solutions and latex adhesives 
for the coachbuilding industry, including 
bonding agents for latex foam cushioning 
leathercloth to metal panels. roof lining. 
und — special tropical 
conditions, 


L.VLR. to Fit Stabilisers on Irish Mail 
Vessels.—Greater comfort in all weathers 
is forecast for passengers on the Holyhead- 
Dun Laoghaire route by the announce- 
ment that the London Midland Region of 
British Railways is to fit stabilisers on one 
of its two new Irish Mail vessels, either 
the Cambria or the Hibernia, and it they 
are wholly satisfactory in the Irish Sea, 
with its strong cross-currents, it is proposed 
to fit the second vessel in the same way. 
The stabilisers, which consist of two 
rotating horizontal rudder-like fins below 
the waterline, will reduce the biggest roll 
of the vessels to no more than 2 or 3 


adhesives for 


Limited. Mr. B. A. Williams, 
and Managing Director, 
their great sources of strength 
lay in the vigeur and resource of their 
offshoots at home and overseas. In this 
country progress was to some extent bound 
by the limitaiions of building pro- 
gramme, but the demand for their products 
was undiminished. and as an indication of 
their faith in the future one of the 
associate COMpanies Was moving into the 
most modern and best equipped window 
factory in the world. The year’s trading 
showed a profit of £220.3 


& Williams 
Chairman 
that one ot 


said 


the 


376. without allow- 
ing for taxation, and it was proposed to 
a dividend of 15 per cent. on the 


the sume as tor the past 


nar 
pty 
ordinary shares 


13 years 


Zonal Collection & Delivery Scheme at 
Maidstone.—As mentioned in an editorial 
note elsewhere in this issue, a_ general 
scheme for collection and delivery of small 
consignments has been introduced at Maid- 
stone. Southern Region. As from Septem- 
ber 1. goods train traffic in less than full 
wagon loads, to and from stations in the 
Maidstone area will be dealt with at Maid- 
stone West goods depot railhead and con- 
veyed to and from the following stations 
by road: Aylesford, Barming. Bearsted, 
East Farleigh, WHarrietsham, Headcorn, 
Hollingbourne. Lenham, Maidstone East 
Marden, Snodland. Staplehurst. Watering 
bury. West Malling, Wrotham, and Yald 


ing. Full truck loads will be dealt with 
at the local stations as hitherto 
Channel Tunnel Meeting.—At the sixty- 


ninth annual meeting of the Channel 
Tunnel Co. Ltd. in London recently, Mr 


L. d’Erlanger. chairman, said that few 
would seriously challenge the practical 
value of the scheme sponsored by the 


company, but 
ditions ruling in 


the barrier of political con- 
the world was still for- 


Motors Limited and a number have al 
ready been completed for eight-wheel 
vehicles for the Road Haulage Executive. 
The bodies are based generally on the 
sturdy type of platforms built at the Chor- 
ley branch factory before 1940. They are 
constructed in six lengths. Special bodies 
can be built to meet the large variety of 
uses to which Leyland vehicles are put. 


Train Derailed near Sawbridgeworth. 

Five people received minor injuries when 
the engine and three coaches of the 6.53 
a.m. train from Bishop's Stortford to Liver 
pool Street. Eastern Region. were derailed 


while travelling slowly near Sawbridge- 
worth. Hertfordshire, on August 19. The 


three coaches fell on their sides, blocking 
the lines to Liverpool Street. and normal 
trafic was not resumed until 1.25 p.m. 
The train was using a loop line after the 
derailment of a goods train farther up the 
line. 


Nimonic Alloy for Gas-Turbine Blades. 

The Mond Nickel Co. Ltd. announces 
the addition of Nimonic 90 to the pub- 
lished Nimonic series of alloys. Although 
this material has already been installed on 
many turbines its use has been re- 
stricted and details of its properties have 
not so far been available for publication 
for security reasons. Nimonic 90 results 
from extensive research in the Mond 
laboratories combined with long produc- 


gas 


tion experience in the rolling mills of 
Henry Wiggin & Co. Ltd. Service trials 
in gas turbines have demonstrated its 
suitability as a material for gas-turbine 
blades. 

Brush Electrical Co. Ltd.: Canadian 
Interest.—Recently the Brush Electrical 


Engineering Co. Ltd. has acquired a con- 
trolling interest in the Vivian Diesel 
Engine Works Limited, Vancouver, for 
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500.000 Canadian dollars. The acquisi 
tion was foreshadowed in a letter to stock- 
holders of the Brush company on July 8, 
which gave details of the issue of addi- 
tional ordinary shares, which has since 
been oversubscribed. The new investment 
will establish the Brush and A.B.O.E. firms 
more firmly in North America and will 
guarantee the continuity of supply. 
Accident at Liverpool Central Station.— 
An express train from Manchester arriv- 
ing at Liverpool Centra] Station on 
August 21 crashed into a van and a fish 
truck standing at the buffers on No. 2 
platform. One vehicle was pushed ove! 
the buffers on to the platform, but no one 
was injured. 


Accident at Fairwood Junction.—At 
2.10 p.m. on August 19 the engine and 
front coach of the 12.45 p.m. train from 
Bristol to Weymouth was derailed at the 
points at Fairwood Junction, Somerset, 
Western Region. Nobody was injured and 
passengers left the train to be conveyed 
back to Westbury to connect with the 
11.10 a.m. train from Wolverhampton to 
Weymouth. 


Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd.—Trading 
profits for the year ended April 1 last of 
Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd. amounted 
to £450,378 as compared with £848,646 in 
the previous year after charging £170,876 
for depreciation against £51,164 in 1949. 
With other income, combined net profits 
were £491.450, against £881,992. of which 
£143,541 was set aside for tax after 
writing back £171,337 in respect of tax 
adjustments, and so on. The group 
profits do not include the trading results 
of the wholly owned operating subsidiaries 
which were liquidated before April 2, 
1949, as part of the scheme of recentralisa- 


tion and reconstruction. The annual 
general meeting will be held on Sep- 
tember 13. 

Tubular Steel for Public Lighting.—Fou: 
main types of tubular steel lighting 
columns for gas and electricity will be 


shown by Stewarts and Lloyds Limited 
at the Association of Public  Light- 
ing Engineers Exhibition at Bournemouth 
from September 18-22. They are the 
bracket-arm and shepherd’s crook types 
for main traffic routes, each with mounting 
height of 25 ft., and the swan-neck and 
pillar types for less highly trafficked roads 
with mounting heights of 15 ft. and 13 ft. 
respectively. Columns are supplied either 
plain circular or flushed; all designs were 
approved by the Royal Fine Art Commis 
sion. Those exhibited are fitted with 
fluorescent, pendant, side-entry, and top- 


mounting lanterns, lent by the manufac- 


turers for the exhibition. 


Forthcoming Meetings 

(Fri.).—Scottish Society of 
Students of the Locomotive at the 
Board Room, 302, Buchanan Street, 
Glasgow. C.2, at 7.30 p.m. “The 
Balancing of Locomotives,” Mr. A. 
Maurice Roth, B.Sc. 

September 2 (Sat.).—Scottish Society of 
Students of the Locomotive. Visit to 
Eastfield Locomotive Depot, at 3 p.m. 

September 2 (Sat.).—Irish Railway Record 


September 1 


Society. Visit to Dundalk, Newry & 
Greenore Railway. 

September 2 (Sat.) and 3 (Sun.).—Royal 
Engineers (Transportation) Public 


Day and Reunion, at the Transporta- 
tion Centre. Royal Engineers. Long- 
moor Camp. Liss. Hants. 
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Railway Stock Market 


British Furids with a renewed advance, 
which embriged all but short-dated stocks, 
and carried #} per cent. War Loan to over 
95, overshadowed other sections of markets. 
Recent talk of a big new Government loan 
to finance rearmament is now regarded as 
premature, but a big operation of this kind 
is thought probable in due course. It con- 
tinues to be assumed that in any case the 
authorities do not wish to see British Funds 
at lower levels and that official support for 
the market is not improbable. These as 
sumptions explain the demand for British 
Funds which are regarded as the best hold- 
ing at least until the investment outlook is 
clarified. It is argued that, for the present 
at any rate, Gilt-edged are unlikely to suffer 
any material reaction, and that they may 
score substantial fresh gains. Higher 
prices will, however, reduce yields on British 
Funds on which the general yield struc- 
ture of markets is based, and therefore it is 
argued that in the circumstances current 
yields on leading industrial will appear 
attractive by comparison. This week there 
has been better demand for leading indus- 
trials such as Imperial Chemical and 
Imperial Tobacco. 

News that first orders in connection with 
the armament programme have now been 
placed tended to draw renewed attention to 
engineering and kindred shares this week, 
among which those of locomotive building 
and engineering companies again remained 
more active, but, although many companies 
are likely to earn higher profits owing to 
this work, shareholders probably will not 
be allowed to benefit by higher dividends. 
The limitation request is still in force and 
might be followed by legislation to limit 
payments. 

There was only a very small business in 
foreign rails. As regards the Brazilian sec- 
tion sentiment still appears to be affected 
by the news that a final settlkement of the 
San Paulo company’s additional compen- 
sation claims is a long way off. San Paulo 
10s. units themselves at 14s. 6d., however, 
have regained part of the reaction which 
followed publication of the annual report. 
Leopoldina stocks have been dull although 
mostly steadier. The ordinary changed 
hands around 9, the preference around 26, 
while the 4 per cent. and 64 per cent. deben 
tures were 934 and 128 respectively. Leo- 


poldina Terminal 5 per cent. debe tures 
were 85 and the ordinary units ls. 2 In 


other directions, Antofagasta ordinary 
eased to 7 and the preference stock Wus 4), 
Great Western of Brazil remained . firm 


feature of 150s. and a “ pay out” of at 
least 155s. and probably more than 160s, 
is still expected. United of Havana stocks 
turned steadier, holding most of an carlier 
rally, and optimists continue to talk o! early 
news of fresh take-over developments. The 
1906 debentures have rallied to 17. A 


feature was the marking up of prices of 
Mexican Railway Company stocks © the 
final pay-out announcement of the various 
stocks, 

Canadian Pacifics remained under the 
influence of the maintained interim payment 
and better outlook and moved up to 23! 
with the preference stock also higher at 
67} and the 4 per cent. debentures up to 
97}. Business in Central Uruguay ordinary 
has been marked at 94, Nitrate Rails were 
75s. Guayaquil & Quito 5 per cent. first 
gold bonds changed hands around 23, La 
Guaira Caracas was 67, and Bolivar °C” 
debentures marked 50. 

Road transport shares held firm with 
Potteries Traction at 48s., West Riding 6ls.. 
Southdown 112s. 6d., and Lancashire Trans- 


port 77s. B.E.T. deferred stock has a much 
steadier appearance at 430. 

Iron and steels were firmer in most cases, 
but movements on balance were not more 
than a few pence. Although the latest 


statement from the Labour Party indicates 
that steel nationalisation is not to be 
dropped there is a growing belief that in 
any case it will not be put into effect before 
the verdict of the next General Election 
and might not in any case be effected until 
1952 because the change-over might inter 
fere with the rearmament drive. 

There was again more activity among 
shares of locomotive builders and engineers 
Hurst Nelson were 54s. at Glasgow and 
Birmingham Wagon changed hands around 
30s. 9d. Vulcan Foundry were 22s. 3d, 
North British Locomotive 19s., Beyer Per 
cock 22s. 6d., and Wagon Repairs 5s. shares 
16s. Gloucester Wagon rose further to 62s 
Elsewhere, T. W. Ward advanced strongly 
to 66s., but later eased slightly to 65s. 9d 
and Davy & United Engineering improved 
to 35s. 3d. 


Traffic Table of Overseas and Foreign Railways 








Aggregate traffics to date 


Traffics for week 3 
Rolie Miles Week . Total 
open ended Total Inc. or dec, 0 | Increase 
this year compared | S 1949/50 oe 
£ £ £ 
§ (Antofagasta sil 13.8.50 60,850 8,960 32 1,948,404 — 182,360 
7 Costa Rica 281 June, 1950 ¢1,096,129 62,318 52 ¢10,579,977 — cl ,664,274 
E Dorada. 70 July, 1950 39,378 + 9,975 270,550 + 70,542 
< | Inter. Ctl. Amer. 794 June, 1950 $1,116,431 $25,456 26 $7,031,230 + $440,715 
= | La Guaira ... = 223 July, 1950 $79,716 $20,386 30 $583,033 $168,584 
&] Nitrate. 382 15.8.50 10,816 8,656 32 286,336 + 6,203 
5 Paraguay Cent. 274 11.8.50 6175,083 + 438,952 6 61,101,650 + 4243,822 
OQ | Peru Corp. ... 1,050 July, 1950 $7,475,000 + $2,860,550 4 $7.475,000 + $2,860,550 
& —— 66 June, 1950 Bs. 4,067,000 Bs.3,531,834 52 Bs. 110,749,664 +.Bs. 7,004,480 
- ection 
$ | Salvador : 100 May, 1950 107,000 + cl3,000 47 cl,731,000 - ¢153,000 
& Taltal ; 154 July, 1950 $1,231,909 + $151,518 4 $1,231,909 + $151,518 
a 
4 Canadian National? 23,473 June, 1950 15,923,000 + 2,393,000 26 85,318,000 6,393,000 
é Canadian Pacifict... 17,037 June, 1950 10,774,000 + 1,085,000 26 59,102,000 690,000 
Barsi Light* 167 July, 1950 44,107 + 1,887 17 145,045 — 5 
, | Egyptian Delta 607 30.6.50 13,840 — 21667 13 151.431 — 17,513 
2 } Gold Coast a 536 June, 1950 253,988 + 2,962 | 13 738,850 + 33,073 
= 4 Mid. of W.Australia 277 June, 1950 34,684 + 5.305 | $2 379,942 + 29,063 
= Nigeria... , 1,900 Jan., 1950 502,360 + 38,978 44 5,017,814 + 266,573 
South Africa 13,347 22.7.50 1,656,479 + 114,685 18 25,821,320 + 2,088,477 
Victoria 4,744 May, 1950 1,875,901 + 371,323 48 sls = 


* Receipts are calculated at Is. 6d. to the rupee 





t Calculated at $3 tof! 











